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Abstract: By definition, a monument has extraordinary features that mark landscape and human minds alike. 
Without any doubt, the Medieval and Early Modern World of Europe was marked by ecclesiastical monuments, from 
great cathedrals and abbeys to simple chapels and altars at crossroads. A very interesting case study offers Braşov/
Kronstadt/Brassó, in the south-eastern corner of Transylvania, where historical sources attest several ecclesiastic 
monuments, in and around the city. Late medieval and early modern documents and chronicles reveal not only 
interesting data on the monasteries, churches and chapels of Braşov/Kronstadt/Brassó, but also on the way in which 
citizens and outsiders imagined those monuments in their mental topography of the city. The inhabitants of Braşov/
Kronstadt/Brassó and foreign visitors saw the monasteries, churches and chapels of the city, kept them in mind and 
referred to them in their (written) accounts, when they wanted to locate certain facts or events. The present paper 
aims in offering an overview of the late medieval and early modern sources regarding the ecclesiastical monuments 
of Braşov/Kronstadt/Brassó, as well as an insight into the imagined topography of a Transylvanian city. 
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The city of Braşov/Kronstadt/Brassó was founded in the 
second decade of the 13th century, in the region known 
as Ţara Bârsei/Burzenland/Barca, which is in the south-
eastern corner of Transylvania. The founding settlers 
where Germans from the southern provinces of the Holy 
Roman Empire, called by the Teutonic Order, which was 
for a brief period (1211-1225) the landlord of Ţara Bârsei. 
Yet, archeologists recently revealed evidence that the 
German colonization of this province might be dated 
some fifty years earlier. However, in the year 1225, the 
Teutonic knights were banished from the Realm of St. 
Stephan, so their former dominion was placed by King 
Andrew II. under the authority of the neighboring ispán 
(sheriff) of the Szeklers. Soon Braşov became the main 
borough of the homonym county, which remained under 
the authority of the Szekler ispán until the 1420s. Since 
the mid 14-th century, Braşov developed into one of the 
main cities of Transylvania, due the transit trade with 
the neighboring Wallachia and the Genoese cities at the 
Lower Danube. Soon, the economic wealth of the city 
was reflected by great public buildings like the Townhall, 
the great parish church of St. Mary or the city walls, with 
their imposing towers and gates. Since the aim of this 
paper is the imagined topography of the ecclesiastical 
monuments, I will refer only to the medieval churches, 
chapels, and monasteries in and around the city. In the 
late Middle Ages, the main parish church of the city 
was the church of St. Mary, called the Black Church 
today, after its walls became gray-smoked because of 
the Great City Fire of 1689. The first parish church of 
Braşov, dedicated to St. Bartholomew, though a great 
monument, became just a chapel (without a parish 
priest) for the inhabitants of the Old Town/Altstadt from 
the second half of the 14-th century. On a rock nearby, 
there was another chapel dedicated to. St. James built 
in the first half of the 15-th century. Beyond the rocky 
hill, stood the chapel of St. Margaret, attested only once 
by the town accounts of 1534. In the Old Town, further 
south, there was another chapel dedicated to St. Martin, 
built in the second half of the 14-th century. Within the 
city walls, on the Monastery Street (Klostergasse), in the 
proximity of the gate, were two chapels, one dedicated 
to All Saints and one dedicated to St. Nicholas. There 
were also a few chapels around the main parish church 
of St. Mary, like the chapel of St. Catherine, a former 
church of the Cistercian nunnery with the same patron-
saint (to the south), St. Lawrence Chapel (to north-east), 
and the Corporis Christi chapel in the nearby New 
Street (Neugasse), near the towns gate known today as 
St. Catherine Gate. On Mount Tâmpa/Zinne there was 
also a chapel dedicated to St. Leonard, belonging to 
the fortress Brassovia, built in the Arpadian Age. Both, 
fortress, and chapel were demolished around 1453, by the 
order of John Hunyadi, lord governor of Hungary. Besides 
the ecclesiastical monuments of the local community, 
there were also the monasteries and nunneries of 

the religious orders. First attested, around 1235, is the 
Premonstratensian monastery, of which location is still 
debated. It could be under the great parish church of St. 
Mary, as its’ predecessor. By far better known are the 
Dominican abbey and the Franciscan nunnery, whose 
churches are still standing today. The first is located on 
the Monastery Street (Klostergasse) and was turned into a 
catholic church in the 18th century, the second is located 
on St. Johns ‘Street (Johannesgasse), still belonging to the 
Franciscan Order. The leper house (Siechhof) outside the 
city walls had its own chapel dedicated to St. Barbara. 

Since I am not an archeologist, nor an art historian, I 
will not refer to technical issues regarding the structure 
and architecture, neither to the development of the 
buildings and their ornaments. I will refer to some these 
aspects only if necessary, for a better comprehension of 
my text. As a medievalist, I am interested in how the late 
medieval and early modern citizens of Braşov perceived 
the mentioned ecclesiastical monuments and how they 
referred to them in the imagined topography of their 
city. At the same time, I try to understand how foreigners 
referred to the churches, chapels, and monasteries 
of Braşov and if they had any idea about their actual 
topographic place, that is about the ecclesiastic 
topography of the city. The basis of my research are the 
written sources, documentary and narrative as well. 
First, there are the charters and documents issued by 
the ecclesiastical and lay authorities of the city, as well 
as the first generation of town chronicles, written in the 
16-th century, after the Church Reformation. There are 
the chronicles of Lucas Griengrass (1528), Hieronymus 
Ostermayer (1561) and his anonymous continuator (1571), 
The Mural Chronicle of St. Mary’s Church, written most 
probably by Martin Oltard (around 1571), the Chronicles 
of Laurentius Kertzius (1576), Christian Thobiae (cca. 1591) 
and the Diary of Simon Noesner (1571-1619). The sources 
written by outsiders are the charters issued by royal 
officers and clerics in Transylvania and Hungary, by the 
Hungarian Kings and even by the Papacy. As narrative 
sources there are the reports of foreign travelers. 

Of course, the available sources do not contain 
information about all the monuments mentioned above, 
the history of most of them is written by archeologists 
and art historians since de mid 19-th century, on their 
own observations in situ. Here I will analyze the sources 
regarding the ecclesiastic monuments, from the most 
important to the less important ones.

Without doubt, the most important ecclesiastical 
monument of Braşov is the great parish church of St. 
Mary, known today as the Black Church. Built at the end 
of the 14-th century, most probably, on the spot of the 
older church of the Cistercian abbey, the construction 
prolonged up to the first half of the 16-th century. Severely 
damaged by the great City Fire in 1689, the church was 
rebuilt in the 18-th century, in a very curious manner, 
with baroque elements imitating the gothic style. Thus, 
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the current appearance of the monument dates only in 
the second half of the 18-th century. Although the greatest 
building in the city, and for sure the most important 
ecclesiastical monument of Braşov, the late medieval 
and early modern sources are scarce. There are only4 
preserved charters issued by the Transylvanian Saxons 
of Braşov up to 1500 regarding their main parish church. 
The first one, issued on January 7, 1408, by the Town 
council attests that the citizen Simon Ruedel and his 
family donated 1 golden Florin each year for the shrine of 
the Chorporis Christi fraternity, located in ecclesia beatae 
Mariae virginis2. The church is attested in the same way 
in another donation charter from May 19, 1413, issued by 
Thomas the parish priest and Anthonius Sander, another 
citizen of the city. However, the priest entitles himself 
as civitatis parochialis ecclesiae rector, it is the first time 
that the monument is called by an internal document 
as parish church3. The parish as church community ist 
attested on March 21, 1450, as the priest of the oppidi 
Corona alias Barscia, Strigoniensis diocesis asked the 
Holy See for an indulgence for the reconstruction of the 
church, destroyed by the Turks4. The ecclesia parochialis 
beatae et gloriosissimae semper virginis Mariae civitatis 
Brassouiensis is attested again on July 17, 1464, by Petrus, 
parish priest of Ghimbav/Weidenbach/Vidombák and 
dean of the chapter of Burzenland, who judges a process 
between Johannes Reudel, parish priest of Braşov, and 
Katharina, a rich dowager of the city5. Unfortunately, 
none of these charters contain any information regarding 
the actual place of the parish church in the ecclesiastical 
topography of the city. Richer in details are the narrative 
sources of the 16-th century. Hieronymus Ostermayer, 
organist of the parish church of St. Mary, records for the 
year 1538, the reconstruction of the vault of his church, 
he calls die Pfarrkirch6. In the year 1544, the same author 
records an iconoclastic movement in Braşov, because of 
the Church Reformation, during which the icons were 
removed from the churches, especially the great altar of 
the parish church, called again Pfarrkirch7. During this 
movement, the wall paintings were whitewashed and in 
the choir of the church was painted a written chronicle 
of the main events of the city, since the settlement of 
the Germans in Transylvania. It seems that the text was 
written by Martin Oltard, the rector of the Evangelic 
Gymnasium of Braşov, around 15718. He records for 
the year 1385 the beginnings of the construction work 
of the parish church, which he simple names templus 
Coronensis9. For all who read the text painted on the 
inner walls of the choir, it was clear that it refers to the 
main parish church of the city. Finally, in 1618 Simon 
Noesner recorded in his Diary that the great cross on the 
roof of the maiori templi Coronae fell from its place. For 
him too, the great church of the city was the monument 
by excellence10. One can see that the information in the 
sources written in Braşov are not very rich in information 
regarding the place of the main parish church in the 

ecclesiastical landscape of the city. Unfortunately, 
neither are the sources issued by outsiders of the city. 
The ecclesia parochialis beatae Mariae virginis in Corona 
is attested in some charters regarding the funding of 
the construction of the great monument. On April 21, 
1385, Dionysus, the archbishop of Esztergom, grants an 
indulgence for the construction of the church11. Almost 
60 years later, on July 3, 1444, John Hunyadi, voivode of 
Transylvania grants 2 silver marks for the same purpose, 
from the next tax to pay by the city of Braşov12. Even Pope 
Nicholas V granted an indulgence for the reconstruction 
of the parochalis ecclesia beatae Mariae virginis oppidi de 
Corona alias Brascha, on June 7, 145013, as an answer to 
the written demand of the local parish priest, mentioned 
above. Pope Sixtus IV granted a new indulgence, on 
March 20, 1475, for the same purpose14. In the same year, 
on June 6, the parish church received a new indulgence 
charter from John Beckenloer, archbishop of Esztergom. 
Unfortunately, this as just another generic attestation 
of the monument15. During the 15-th century, the 
parish church of St. Mary is also attested in a series of 
15 donation-confirmation charters for the altar of the 
Chorporis Christi fraternity, but since there are simple 
attestations, without any link to the actual topography 
of the site, they are useless for the present paper. It is 
just worth to notice that these charters were issued by 
the ispáns of the Szekler, by the Transylvanian voivodes, 
by the Transylvanian bishops and by the Transylvanian 
Chapter in Alba Iulia/Weissenburg/Gyulafehervar, and 
by the Hungarian Kings, from Sigismund of Luxemburg 
to Wladislas II. This means that the church was well 
known throughout Transylvania and Hungary, though 
it seems that the issuers of this charters didn’t care 
about the exact location of St. Mary’s church, neither 
about its place in the ecclesiastic landscape of Braşov. 
Regarding the narrative sources, one must mention 
the Chorographia Transylvaniae, written by the German 
humanist Georgius Reichesdorffer, in 1550. He writes 
that among the public monuments of the city of Braşov, 
the most impressive is the great parish church, built in 
stone16. Without doubt, for him and other travelers, it was 
a landmark of the city. It was not only visible from far, but 
it’s massive structure dominated the other buildings of 
the city. It was also visited by the end of the 16-th century 
by the French scholar and diplomat Jacques Bongars. The 
monument surely made an impression on him, since he 
copied and later published the mural chronicle painted 
in the choir of the church17.

The churchyard around St. Mary´s church is attested 
by the sources written in Braşov only in the year 1560. 
The organist Hieronymus Ostermayer records that in 
the mentioned year the churchyard was narrowed by the 
construction of three houses18. As usual, in the Middle 
Ages and the Early Modern Age, the churchyard was the 
cemetery of the community. It is attested by a charter 
issued by King Wladislas II., on September 15, 1491. The king 
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granted to the fraternity of the parish church a house and a 
yard located opposite to the parish house at the cemetery19. 
The latter still stands on the south side of the churchyard.

Regarding the chapels belonging to the great parish 
church of St. Mary, the information is even scarcer. 
The most impressive ecclesiastical monument was 
St. Bartholomew’s. Built in the early 13-th century, it 
suffered various damages during the Turkish invasions 
of the 15-th century, being rebuilt several times. The 
monument suffered a major transformation in the 19-th 
century, when the massive belltower was built. It seems 
that this was the first parish church of Braşov, but after 
the building of St. Mary’s Church it was transformed 
into a chapel. It rebecame a (Lutheran) parish church 
only in the year 1863. Local sources about the monument 
are not preserved. The Transylvanian Chapter of Alba 
Iulia confirmed on October 12, 1417, some charters for 
Michael presbyter capellanus domini plebani de Brassow 
ad ecclesiam beati Bartholomei apostoli in eadem Brassow 
habitam20. This is a sure sign that by the beginning of the 
15-th century the church was turned into a chapel, that 
means it had no parish priest, but a chaplain. Though, 
in the Late Middle Ages it enjoyed a world-wide fame, 
after it was plundered and destroyed by the troops of the 
fierce Dracula, in 1460. The German tales about voivode 
Dracula recorded this event, so St. Bartholomew’s church 
(=chapel!) became known in the whole Christendom21. 
On the same occasion was destroyed the chapel of St. 
James, located on a rock nearby St. Bartholomew’s. This 
chapel was built some three decades earlier and after it 
was destroyed by Dracula, it was never rebuilt22.

The best documented chapel in the city of Braşov is 
St. Martin, located on the homonymous hill. Built in the 
late 14-th century, it was one of the most popular chapels 
of the city. Fortunately, there are two charters issued 
by Petrus, capellanarius capellae sancti Martini extra 
muros civitatis Braschouiensis sitae (on Mai 31, 1443, and 
November 30, 1446). These charters are most valuable 
not only because they attest the house and the yard 
donated by King Sigismund to St. Martin Chapel, but 
they also show its exact place in the topography of the 
city. The chapel was extra muros civitatis so we have not 
one put two landmarks in the mental representation of 
the city of Braşov23. On the other hand, this are some of 
the first attestation of the city walls, whose construction 
began in 142024. There are also a set of external donation 
charters for the chapel of St. Martin, issued by the Kings 
of Hungary, from Sigismund of Luxemburg to Wladislas 
II. It is noteworthy that in the charter issued by King 
Sigismund on March 7, 1395, the monument is called 
capella ad honorem et sub vocabulo eiusdem beati Martini 
in monte Brassouiensi seu de Corona Strigoniensis diocesis 
constructa, so the city walls are not yet mentioned25. 
Sigismund of Luxembourg could observe the exact 
location of the chapel since he visited Braşov in that 
year. The formula from King Sigimsunds’ charter has 

been taken over by the subsequent charters, the most 
common localization of St. Martins’ chapel in Braşov 
was capella beati Marthini episcopi et confessoris in monte 
suburbia civitatis nostrae Braschoviensis constructa et 
fundata (King Wladislas’ II. charter of March 4, 1500)26. 

Inside the city walls, there are some information 
regarding the chapel of St. Catherine, located on the 
south side of the churchyard. The town notary Lucas 
Griengrass mentions St. Catherin’s chapel in 1526, as the 
wall and the nearby homonymous gate were destroyed 
by a water flood27. The monument is attested again by 
the organist Hieronymus Ostermayer in 1559, when it 
was demolished and on the building site were built some 
houses28. On the same spot lies today Building B of the 
Honterus Highschool. 

On mount Tâmpa/Zinne, above the city was the old 
Brassovia fortress. Governor John Hunyadi ordered its 
demolition before 1453. Still, the chapel of the fortress, 
dedicated to St. Leonard, was preserved29. On March 18, 1455, 
Dionyssos Szecsi, the archbishop of Esztergom permitted 
the citizens of Braşov to demolate St. Leonard’s chapel too 
but demanded them to raise an altar in the honor of the 
same saint in St. Mary’s church, within the city walls30. This 
is the only documentary attestation of this chapel. 

Regarding the monastic monuments of the city, 
the written sources are very scarce. As mentioned, 
above, the abbatial Praemonstratensis ordinis in Corona 
is attested already around 1235. Archeologists and art 
historians did not manage to locate this monastery. 
The Transylvanian Saxon historiography asserts that it 
could correspond with the current parish church of St. 
Mary and the adjacent churchyard (the former church of 
the monastery being under the current Black Church). 
Recent archeological discoveries of an early ecclesiastic 
building on the hill of St. Martin were interpretated as 
the site of the Premonstratensian monastery.

From the other monasteries of the city, there are 
written sources from the Late Middle Ages only for the 
Dominican monastery of Peter and Paul, located on the 
Monastery Street, near the homonym town gate to the 
north. The Peter and Paul monastery is generic attested 
on April 25, 1342, when the Brașov citizen Nikolaus 
Cresche and his wife Margaret donated a half of a mill31. 
On November 8, 1455, John Hunyadi, captain general 
of Hungary, established a yearly income of 10 silver 
marks to the monks living in the claustro beatorum Petri 
et Pauli apostolorum in civitate Brassouiensi  fundato32. On 
November 4, 1462, King Matthias Corvinus increased this 
yearly income by another 2 silver marks. The royal charter 
attests the abbey as ad beatos Apostolos Petrum et Paulum 
in quorum nominibus gloriosis claustram ordinis fratrum 
praedicatorum in hac civitate nostra Brassouiensi fundatum 
est33. King Matthias’ grant was confirmed by King Wladislas 
II, on July 15, 149834. In the year 1463, the shoemakers of 
Braşov associated themselves in a fraternity Ihm Kloster zu 
St. Peter auff dem Heiligen Kreytz Altar35.
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early modern documents regarding the ecclesiastical 
monuments of Braşov. One can see that the best 
documented monument is the great parish church of St. 
Mary, followed by the chapel of St. Martin. The Dominican 

abbey is also quite well documented. Besides the fact that St. 
Mary’s church dominated the whole city, being the greatest 
public monument according to Georg Reichesdorffer, the 
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