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S p eech  is a lre a d y  in  its e lf  a w r it in g . A n y  c o n c e p t  th a t  is to  n a m e , t o  s ta y  for th e  a b s tr a c t  or co n crete  
r e a lity  is m ad e u p  o f  a m en ta l tra ce . T n e r e  is a lw a y s  a s le e p y -w a itin g  y e t  e v e r  present tr a c e  at th e  orig in  o f  
th e  r e p r e sen ta t io n  a n d  th e  n a m in g  o f  a n y  o n to lo g ic a l  p h e n o m e n o n . T h e  tra ce  is itse lf T h e  a p r io r i o n to lo g y  
-  a n d  th is  is h o w  w r it in g  is p r e -e m in e n t  to  th e  la te r  fo r m a l v e r b a liz a t io n  o f  any  a lread y  tr a c e d  concep t o f  
a n y  abstract o r  c o n c r e te  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  rea lity . T h e  tr a c e  is th e v e r y  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  th e e x is t e n c e .  T h e w h o le  
r e a lity  is o r ig in a lly  “w r it te n ”, th e n  e x is t in g  and  f in a l ly  sp o k en .

K e y w o rd s : g r a m m a to lo g y , l in g u is t ic s , lo g o c e n tr is m , sp eech , w r it in g
I n s t i t u t i o n ’s a d d re s s :  p o s ta l address: N -7 4 9 1 , T r o n d h e im , N o r w a y ;  v is itin g  add ress: D ep a rtm en ta l 

o f f ic e , r o o m  5 5 5 7  in  b u ild in g  5 , le v e l  5 at D r a g v o ll  ca m p u s; tel.: +  4 7  7 3  59  68 03, fax: +  4 7  73  59 65 12
P e r s o n a l  e -m a il:  lucian_bagiu@yahoo.com

J y ^ '.a c q u e s  D e r r id a  p o in t s  o u t  in  h is  s e c o n d  
Ţ" c h a p te r , Linguistics and Grammatology, 

o f  h i s  1 9 6 7 , O f Grammatology t h a t  
sp e e c h  is  a f o r m  o f  w r it in g .  T o  su sta in  th is  

a p p a r e n t  p a r a d o x  h e  b e g in s  w ith  a q u o t a t io n  fr o m  J .-  
J . R o u s s e a u  a n d  e n d s  h is  a r g u m e n t a t io n  w i t h  
H u s s e r l ’s v is io n . T h o u g h  m u c h  o f  D e r r id a ’s d e b a te  
c o n c e r n s  S a u ssu r e ’s l in g u is t ic s ,  h is  t o n e  is th a t o f  a 
s p e c u la t iv e  y e t  c h a r is m a t ic  p h i lo s o p h e r .  T h o u g h  
D e r r id a  m ig h t  n o t  c o n v in c e  in  h is  l in g u i s t i c  
a p p r o a c h , h o w e v e r  h e  c e r t a i n l y  m a k e s  t h e  
p h i lo s o p h e r  w i t h in  e v e r y  o f  its  p r e s u m e d  rea d ers  
t h i n k  tw ic e .

“W r it in g  is o n l y  t h e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  sp e e c h , it  is  
b iz a r r e  th a t  m o r e  c a r e  is  g iv e n  t o  d e te r m in in g  t h e  
im a g e  th a n  th e  o b j e c t .” (R o u sse a u  1 9 9 0 : 3 3 6 ). T h is

Qu o t a t io n  fr o m  R o u s s e a u  is th e  s t a r t in g  p o in t  f o r  
)e r r id a  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  e x a c t ly  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  

r e a c h in g  H u s s e r l ’s a s se r t io n :  b e fo r e  b e in g  th e  o b je c t  
o f  a s c ie n c e  (c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  la n g u a g e  o r  th e  w h o le  
o n t o lo g y ) ,  w r it in g  is  m u c h  m o r e , w r i t i n g  is th e  v e r y  
a p r io r i  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  e p is te m e .

“ T h e  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t io n  o f  w r i t t e n ,

d o c u m e n t in g  e x p r e s s io n  i s  t h a t  it  m a k e s  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  p o s s ib le  w i t h o u t  im m e d ia te  o r  
m e d ia t e  p e r s o n a l  add ress; i t  i s ,  so  to  s p e a k ,  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e c o m e  v ir tu a l. T h r o u g h  th is , t h e  
c o m m u n a l iz a t io n  o f  m an  is l i f t e d  t o  a n e w  l e v e l .  
W r it te n  s ig n s  a r e , w h e n  c o n s id e r in g  fr o m  a p u r e ly  
c o r p o r e a l p o i n t  o f  v ie w , s tr a ig h t fo r w a r d ly , s e n s ib ly  
e x p e r ie n c e ;  a n d  i t  is  a lw a y s  p o s s ib l e  t h e y  b e  
in t e r s u b j e c t iv e ly  e x p e r ie n c e a b le  i n  c o m m o n . B u t  a s  
l in g u is t ic  s ig n s  t h e y  a w a k en , as d o  lin g u is t ic  s o u n d s ,  
t h e i r  fa m il ia r  s ig n i f ic a t io n s .  T h e  a w a k e n in g  i s  
s o m e t h in g  p a s s iv e ;  th e  a w a k e n e d  s ig n if ic a t io n  is t h u s  
g iv e n  p a s s iv e ly , s im ila r ly  to  t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  a n y  
o th e r  a c t iv ity  w h i c h  has su n k  i n t o  o b sc u r ity , o n c e  
a s s o c ia t iv e ly  a w a k e n e d , em e r g e s  a t  f ir s t  p a ss iv e ly  a s a 
m o r e  o r  le s s  c le a r  m e m o r y . I n  t h e  p a ss iv ity  i n  
q u e s t io n  h e r e , a s in  th e  case o f  m e m o r y , w h a t  is  
p a s s iv e ly  a w a k e n e d  can  be t r a n s f o r m e d  back , s o  t o  
sp e a k , in to  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  a c t iv it y :  th is is t h e  
c a p a c ity  o f  r e a c t iv a t io n  th a t b e lo n g s  o r ig in a lly  t o  
e v e r y  h u m a n  b e in g  as a sp e a k in g  b e in g .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  
th e n ,  th e  w r i t in g - d o w n  e ffec ts  a  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  o f  
t h e  o r ig in a l m o d e  o f  b e in g  o f  t h e  m e a n in g  s tr u c tu r e ,  
[e .g .]  w ith in  t h e  g e o m e tr ic a l  s p h e r e  o f  se lf -e v id e n c e ,  
o f  th e  g e o m e tr ic a l  s tru c tu re  w h i c h  is  p u t  in to  w o r d s .
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It b e c o m e s  s e d im e n te d , s o  t o  sp e a k .” ( H u s s e r l ,  1989:
164).

F o r  t h i s  D err id a  m a k e s  w a r  w ith  t h e  id e a  o f  
L in g u is t ic s  as th e  s c ie n c e  o f  la n g u a g e , r e v e a l in g  th e  
fa lse  a s s u m p t io n  o n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  ra ised  i n  t h e  first 
p la ce: t h e  p h o n o lo g ic a l  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  L in g u i s t i c s  are 
l o o k e d  d o w n  u p o n  as t h e  o r ig in a l s in  o f  a  la ter  
s tr u c tu r a l c o r r u p t io n  o f  t h e  sc ie n t if ic  p e r s p e c t iv e  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  la n g u a g e . D e r r id a  sta tes t h a t  t h e r e  is 
a v e r y  c o n s o l id a t e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  p h o n o lo g ic a l  
o r ie n t a t io n  o f  L in g u is t ic s , T r o u b e t z k o y ,  J a k o b s o n  
a n d  M a r t i n e t  b e in g  t h e  m e r e  p e r f e c t i o n i s t s  o f  
S a u ss u r e ’s  in t e n t io n ,  t h is  b e in g  th e  r e a so n  f o r  w h ic h  
D e r r id a ’s d e c o n s tr u c t io n  is  a p p lie d  p r e v a le n t  t o  th e  
te x ts  o f  t h e  la te r  m e n t io n e d , a s S au ssu re is  c o n s id e r e d  
th e  in i t ia l  r e s p o n s ib le  a n d  m o s t  g u ilty  o f  t h e m  all.

T h e  p h o n o lo g ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  states t h a t  t h e r e  is  a 
p r iv i le g e d  a r ticu la ted  u n i t y  w h e r e  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
a n d  th e  a c t s  o f  lan g u a g e  a re  p o s s ib le :  th a t  is  t h e  u n ity  
o f  s o u n d  a n d  sen se  w i t h in  t h e  p h o n ic . T h i s  is  h o w  
w r it in g  c a m e  to  be t h o u g h t  d e r iv a tiv e , a c c id e n ta l ,  
p a r t ic u la r , e x te r io r , d o u b l i n g  th e  p h o n ic  a s p e c t  o f  
la n g u a g e . A r is to t le ,  R o u s s e a u  an d  H e g e l  c o n s id e r e d  
w r it in g  as “s ig n  o f  a s ig n ” , a n d  fo r  D e r r id a  t h i s  m e a n s  
th e  “r e d u c t i o n  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  th e  r a n k  o f  an  
in s t r u m e n t a l  en sla v ed  t o  a f u l l  a n d  o r ig in a r i ly  s p o k e n  
la n g u a g e ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 : 2 9 ) .  A s  a r e a c t io n  t o  th is  
t r e m e n d o u s  in ju s tic e  a n d  fa ls e  t h in k in g  D e r r id a  
p r o p o s e s  n o t h in g  le ss  t h a n  a n e w  s c i e n c e ,  ca lled  
G r a m m a t o lo g y ,  “o f  w h i c h  l in g u i s t i c s - p h o n o lo g y  
w o u ld  b e  o n l y  a d e p e n d e n t  a n d  c ir c u m s c r ib e d  area” 
(D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  30).

F o r  S a u ssu r e  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  la n g u a g e  r e m a in s  
fo r e v e r  u n c o n t a m in a te d  b y  w r it in g : " ... la n g u a g e  
d o e s  h a v e  a d e fin ite  a n d  s t a b le  oral t r a d i t io n  th a t  is 
in d e p e n d e n t  o f  w r it in g , b u t  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
w r it t e n  f o r m  p r ev e n ts  o r  s e e i n g  th is .” (S a u s s u r e  1974: 
2 4 ). H o w e v e r ,  S aussure is  n o t  o r ig in a l in  t h i s  r e sp e c t , 
fo r  h e  o n l y  reasserts w h a t  P la t o  and  A r i s t o t l e  sta ted  
lo n g  t i m e  b e fo r e , a c c o r d in g  t o  th e m  w r i t i n g  b e in g  
r e s t r ic t e d  t o  th e  m o d e l  o f  p h o n e t ic  s c r ip t  a n d  th e  
la n g u a g e  o f  w o r d s . A r i s t o t l e ’s d e f in i t io n  i n  th is  
r e sp e c t  i s  th e  fo l lo w in g :  “S p o k e n  w o r d s  a r e  th e  
s y m b o ls  o f  m e n ta l e x p e r ie n c e  an d  w r it t e n  w o r d s  are 
th e  s y m b o l s  o f  sp o k e n  w o r d s ” (A r is to t le  1 9 9 0 :  2 5  [1, 
16a 4 -6 ]) . S a u ssu re ’s d e f i n i t i o n  is n o t h i n g  b u t  an  
e c h o : “L a n g u a g e  and w r i t i n g  a re  tw o  d is t in c t  s y s t e m s  
o f  s ig n s ;  t h e  se c o n d  e x is t s  f o r  th e  s o le  p u r p o s e  o f  
r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  fir st” (S a u s s u r e  1974: 2 3 ) .  W e  p o in t  
o u t  th a t  A r is t o t le  m e n t io n s  t h e  “m e n ta l e x p e r i e n c e ” 
as th e  f i r s t  step  o f  s p o k e n  w o r d s , a s t e p  h ig h ly  
ig n o r e d  a fte r w a r d s  a n a  o u t  o f  w h ic h  D e r r id a  w ill  
m a k e  f u l l  u sa g e  in  h is  p a r a d o x ic a l  a r g u m e n t a t io n  o f  
th e  p r e e x i s t e n c e  o f  w r i t in g  o v e r  sp e e c h . Y e t ,  a t th is  
m o m e n t ,  w e  w il l  c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  
S a u ss u r e ’s m u c h  m o r e  o b v i o u s  s h o r t c o m in g  in- h is  
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  th e  d e r i v a t i v e  s ta tu s  o f  w r i t in g .

D e r r id a  e m p h a s iz e s  t h a t  S a u ssu r e ’s d e f i n i t io n  is  
fu n d a m e n t a l ly  in c o m p le t e  s in c e  it  o n l y  a p p lie s  to  a 
c e r ta in  t y p e  o f  w r it in g :  t h e  p h o n e t ic  w r i t in g .  Y e t ,  
w r i t in g  -  and  la n g u a g e  i n  gen era l ( th u s  l in g u is t ic s  
i m p l i c i t l y )  -  is a f u n c t i o n  in  fact n e v e r  c o m p le t e ly  
p h o n e t i c .  C o m p le te ly  s u b j e c t iv e  an d  r a th e r  ab su rd , 
S a u s s u r e ’s h ig h ly  c a p r ic io u s  a n d  p r e f e r e n t ia l  
d e f i n i t io n  o f  th e  l in g u is t i c  o b je c t  o u t la w s  w r i t in g  an d  
c o n s e q u e n t ly  to ta l ly  i g n o r e s  it  as th e  e p is t e m e :  1 h e  
l in g u i s t i c  o b jec t is n o t  t h e  w r it te n  a n d  t h e  s p o k e n  
fo r m s  o f  w o r d : th e  s p o k e n  fo r m s  a lo n e  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  
o b j e c t ” (S aussure 1 9 7 4 : 2 3 -2 4 ) . F o r  S a u ss u r e  th e  
s p o k e n  w o r d  is a lre a d y  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  s e n s e  and  
s o u n d  a n d  h e  im p o s e s  a  n e w  t e r m in o lo g y  t h a t  a p p lie s  

s p o k e n  la n g u a g e  a lo n e , a n  e sse n tia l  
te r w a r d s :  “I p r o p o se  t o  r e ta in  th e

to  t h e  d o m a in  o: 
d e ta il  ig n o r e d  ai jpo
w o r d  sign fsignej t o  d e s ig n a te  th e  w h o l e  a n d  to  
r e p la c e  concept a n d  sound-image r e s p e c t iv e ly  b y  
signified (sigmfié) a n d  signifier (signifiant)” (S a u ssu re  
1 9 74 : 6 7 ) .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  i n  S a u ssu re ’s v i s i o n  w r it in g  
h as t o  b e  p h o n e t ic ,  w r i t i n g  is  th e  o u t s id e  d im e n s io n ,  
th e  e x t e r i o r  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  la n g u a g e  a n d  o f  th e  
“t h o u g h t - s o u n d ” u n it .  T h e  u n its  o f  s ig n i f ic a t io n s  
f u n c t i o n  w ith o u t  a n y  c o n t r ib u t io n  f r o m  w r it in g ,  
t h e y  a r e  p r e e x is te n t , w r i t i n g  p la y e d  n o  p a r t  in  th e
p r o c e s s  o f  b ir th  o f  la n g u a g e ,  y e t  it  h a s  t o  o p e r a te  
w it h  s p o k e n  lan g u a g e  a s s u c h . A c c o r d in g  t o  D e r r id a ,
w r i t in g  h a s  th e  u n d e s e r v e d  sta tu s  o f  th e  o u t c a s t  and  
s o l e ly  t h e  fa sc in a tio n  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l p h o n e t i c  u n it  
S a u s s u r e  im p o s e d  p r e v e n t e d  w r it in g  f r o m  b e in g  th e  
r ig h t f u l  p r o ta g o n is t  o f  t h e  “d ra m a ” c a lle d  la n g u a g e .

D e r r id a  p ays m u c h  a t t e n t io n  to  h is  a p p r o a c h  in  
a r g u in g  t h e  p r e -e m p t io n  o f  w r it in g . H e  d is m is se s  
su c h  s i m p l e  s y l lo g is m s  as: “M o s t  p e o p le  p a y  m o r e  
a t t e n t io n  t o  v isu a l im p r e s s io n s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e se  
are s h a r p e r  and  m o r e  la s t in g  th a n  aural im p r e s s io n s ” 
(S a u s su r e  1974: 25). F o r  h im ,  su ch  an  e x p la n a t io n  is 
e v e n  d a n g e r o u s  b e c a u s e  m a k e s  o u t  v i s i b i l i t y  “th e  
t a n g ib le ,  s im p le , a n d  e s s e n t ia l  e le m e n t  o f  w r i t in g ” 
( D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 : 42). T h is  is  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r a d o x e s  
D e r r id a  u se s  in  h is  s t u d y ,  y e t  w e  m u s t  n o t e  th a t  fo r  
h im  w r i t i n g  d o es  n o t  s e e m s  to  b e  w h a t  o n e  is  
c o m m o n l y  u sed  to . M o r e o v e r ,  h e  s p e c u la te s  o n  an  
a s s e r t io n  m ad e b y  S a u s s u r e , w h ic h  c o u ld  a lso  b e  
c o n s id e r e d  as a p a r a d o x : “T h e  th in g  th a t  c o n s t i tu te s  
la n g u a g e  is  (...) u n r e la te d  t o  th e  p h o n ic  c h a r a c te r  o f  
th e  l in g u is t i c  s ig n ” (S a u s su r e  1974: 7 ) . T h u s ,  fo r  
D e r r id a  la n g u a g e  is n o t  p h o n ic  a n d  w r i t i n g  is  n o t  
v i s i b l e .  I f  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  p h o n ic  ( t h o u g h  th e  
l in g u i s t i c  s ig n  m ig h t  b e ) ,  th e n  w r it in g  is  n o t  an  
“i m a g e ” o r  “f ig u r a t io n ” o f  la n g u a g e , w r i t i n g  is  n o t  
s ig n  o f  a  sig n . W h a t a n n o y s  D e r r id a  t h e  m o s t  is 
e x a c t ly  t h e  m et th a t a c e r ta in  m o d e l o f  w r i t i n g  w a s  
i m p o s e d  as in s t r u m e n t  an d  t e c h n i q u e  o f  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a s y s t e m  o f  lan g u a g e: t h a t  is  th e  
s y s t e m  o f  lan gu age a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t h e  p h o n e t ic -  
a lp h a b e t ic  w r it in g , e x a c t l y  th e  v is io n  th a t  m a k e s  o u t



o f  w r i t in g  n o t h in g  m o r e  th a n  th e  d e r iv a t iv e  s ta tu s  o f  
s ig n  o f  a s ig n . F o r  D e r r id a  lo g o c e n t r i s m  is  n o t  th e  
v a lid  b a s is  o f  th e  e p is t e m e , b u t a m e r e  p a s s in g  a n d  
fa lse  m o d e ,  an  “e p o c h ” t h a t  p r e fe r r e d , p r o m o t e d  a n d  
w r o n g l y  im p o s e d  s p e e c h ,  w h e r e a s  i t  p la c e d  in  
p a r e n th e s is ,  s u s p e n d e d  a n d  s u p p r e s s e d  n o t  o n ly  th e  
g e n u in e  s ta tu s  o f  w r i t in g ,  b u t  e v e n  “fr e e  r e f le c t io n ” 
o n  t h e  o r ig in  a n d  s ta tu s  o f  w r it in g .  F o r  D e r r id a  
lo g o c e n t r i s m  se e m s  t o  b e  th e  d e s p o t ic  to ta lita r ia n  
r e g im e  th a t  p r e v e n te d  a ll l in g u is ts  ( in c lu d in g  a n d  
s t a r t in g  w i t h  S a u s s u r e )  f r o m  d e t e r m in in g  “t h e  
in te g r a l  a n d  c o n c r e te  o b j e c t  o f  l in g u is t i c s ” (S a u ssu re  
1 9 7 4 : 7 ) . F o r tu n a t e ly  D e r r id a  is  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  
k n ig h t  th a t  sa v es  w r i t in g  f r o m  th is  u n d e s e r v e d  s ta tu s  
o f  “t h e  w a n d e r in g  o u t c a s t  o f  l in g u is t ic s ” a n d  h e  d o e s  
s u c h  a g o o d  d e ed  in  a m o s t  u n o r t h o d o x  w a y : h e  
d e c o n s t r u c t s  S a u s s u r e ’s d is c o u r s e , r e v e a l in g  h o w  
“w r i t in g  i t s e l f  is t h e  o r ig in  o f  la n g u a g e ” is  w h a t  
S a u ssu r e  a c tu a lly  t h o u g h t  w h e n  s a y in g  e x a c t ly  th e  
o p p o s i t e .  S u c h  a r e d e m p t io n  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  q u ite  
u n c o m f o r t a b le  fo r  S a u s s u r e ’s (en ) g r a v e  (in g ).

T h e  d e c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  S a u ssu r e ’s d is c o u r s e  t h e n  
c o n c e n tr a te s  o n  h is  t h e s i s  o f  th e  a r b itr a r in e s s  o f  th e  
s ig n .  D e r r id a  p o i n t s  o u t  th a t  t h e r e  is  a g r e a t  
d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  w r it in g  an d  th e  s p o k e n  w o r d ,  
in  t h e  s e n s e  th a t b y  n o  m e a n s  w r it in g  is  t o  b e  r e d u c e d  
t o  -  a n d  c o n s id e r e d  d e p e n d e n t  b y  -  th e  th o u g h t -  
s o u n d  u n i t y  a n d  le a s t  a t a ll w r it in g  c o u ld  a n d  s h o u ld  
b e  a m e r e  im a g e  o f  t h e  th o u g h t - s o u n d  u n i t y .

“I f  « w r it in g »  s ig n i f ie s  in s c r ip t io n  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  
th e  d u r a b le  in s t i t u t io n  o f  a s ig n  ( . . . ) ,  w r it in g  in  
g e n e r a l c o v e r s  th e  e n t ir e  f ie ld  o f  l in g u is t i c  s ig n s . In  
th a t  f ie ld  a c e r ta in  s o r t  o f  in s t i tu te d  s ig n if ie r s  m a y  
t h e n  a p p e a r , « g ra p h ic »  in  th e  n a r r o w  a n d  d e r iv a t iv e  
s e n s e  o r  th e  w o r d , o r d e r e d  b y  a c e r ta in  r e la t io n s h ip  
w i t h  o t h e r  in s t i tu te d  -  h e n c e  « w r it te n » , e v e n  i f  t h e y  
are « p h o n ic »  - s ig n i f ie r s ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  4 4 ).

W h a t  w e  c o m e  o u t  o f  th is  w i t t y  p la y  o f  w o r d s  is  
o n c e  m o r e  D e r r id a ’s c o n s t a n t  s t r iv in g  in  p u s h in g  th e  
b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  e p is t e m e , r e th in k in g  l in g u is t ic s .  
F ie  r e fe r s  n o t  t o  t h e  tr a d it io n a l “p h o n ic -g r a p h ic  
w r i t i n g ” w h ic h  s ta y s  f o r  th e  “s p o k e n  w o r d ”, b u t t o  a 
m u c h ,  m u c h  la r g e r  f i e ld  o f  “ l i n g u i s t i c ” s ig n s ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l ly  c a l le d  “s y m b o l s ” , p lu n g in g  i n t o  
s e m io lo g y ,  a p la c e  w h e r e  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  S a u ssu r e ’s 
t h e s is  o f  th e  a r b itr a r in e s s  o f  th e  s ig n  d o e s  n o t  a n d  
c a n n o t  a p p ly . D e r r id a  m a k e s  h is  b e s t  t o  rev ea l th a t  
S a u ssu r e  s th e s is  is  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  in c o m p le t e  a n d  
th u s  e v e n  p o in t le s s ,  s in c e  it  o n ly  r e fe r s  t o  a sp e c ia l  
s o r t  o f  w r it in g , o n e  a m o n g  m a n y  o th e r s .  “T h is  th e s is  
s u c c e s s f u l ly  a c c o u n ts  f o r  a c o n v e n t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  
b e t w e e n  th e  p h o n e m e  a n d  g r a p h e m e  (in  p h o n e t ic  
w r it in g ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  p h o n e m e , s ig n if ie r - s ig n if ie d ,  
a n d  t h e  g r a p h e m e , p u r e  s ig n if ie r ) , b u t  b y  th e  sa m e  
t o k e n  i t  fo r b id s  t h e  la t te r  b e  a n  « im a g e »  o f  th e  
f o r m e r ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  4 5 ).

D err id a  e v e n  c o m e s  o u t w ith  a n o t h e r  s p e c u la t iv e  
p a r a d o x  to  c o n t r a d ic t  and  t h u s  d e c o n s tr u c t  t h e  
tr a d it io n a l c o n c e p t  o f  w r it in g  a s “ im a g e ” o f  t h e  
la n g u a g e . H e  a s s e r t s  th a t ev en  in  t h e  p a rticu lar  c a s e  
o f

th e  s y n c h r o n i c  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s y s t e m a t ic  
p r in c ip le  o f  a lp h a b e t ic  w r i t in g  -  a n d  p h o n e t i c  
w r it in g  in  g e n e r a l  -  n o  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  « n a tu ra l»  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n , n o n e  o f  r e se m b la n c e  o r  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  
n o  « s y m b o l ic »  r e la t io n s h ip  i n  t h e  H e g e l l ia n -  
S a u ssu r ia n  s e n s e , n o  « m o n o g r a p h ic »  r e la t io n sh ip  in  
t h e  P e irc ia n  s e n s e  is  t o  be im p l i e d ” (D err id a  2 0 0 2 :  
4 5 ) .

H e  c h a l le n g e s  t h i s  lo n g  t im e  s ta n d in g  s c ie n t if ic  
c o n v ic t io n  w i t h  s u c h  c h ild is h  a r g u m e n t  as “t h e  
p h o n e m e  is u n im a g in a b le  itse lf , a n d  n o  v is ib i l it y  c a n  
r e s e m b le  i t ” (D e r r id a  2002: 4 5 ), t h i s  b e in g  n o t h in g  
m o r e  th a n  p u r e  s o p h is t ic  r h e to r ic a l  p la y  o f  w o r d s .  
U s i n g  lo n g  d ig r e s s io n s  D e r r id a  u lt im a te ly  a d m its  
th a t  h is  g o a l is  “t h e  d e -c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
t o t a l i t y  -  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  e p is t e m e  a n d  lo g o c e n t r ic  
m e t a p h y s ic s ” (D e r r id a  2002: 4 6 ) .  O f  c o u r se , n o  
d e c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  o n e  e p is te m e  is  p o s s ib le  w i t h o u t  
im p l ic i t ly  i m p o s in g  a n o th e r , a n d  t h i s  is  e x a c t ly  w h a t  
D e r r id a  d o e s . A f t e r  rea sser tin g  t h a t  w r it in g  is n e it h e r  
t h e  “im a g e ” n o r  t h e  “s y m b o l” o f  la n g u a g e , th u s b e in g  
m o r e  e x te r io r  t o  s p e e c h , D e r r id a  m a k e s  a f la s h in g  
c l im a x  o f  h is  p a r a d o x e s  s ta tin g  t h a t ,  a t th e  sam e t im e ,  
w r it in g  is  m o r e  in te r io r  to  s p e e c h ,  speech being 
already in itself a writing. T h is  m a y  lo o k  as a 
c o n t r a d ic t io n , y e t  it  o n ly  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  o n e  
u n d e r s ta n d s  b y  w r it in g .  D e r r id a  m a d e  h is  b e st  t o  
d if f e r e n t ia te  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  w r i t i n g  fr o m  t h e  
tr a d it io n a l “s ig n  o f  a s ig n ” u n d e r s ta n d in g , and  th is  is  
t h e  rea so n  w h y  h e  sta tes th a t (h is )  w r it in g  is m o r e  
e x t e r io r  t o  s p e e c h .  H e  a lw a y s  e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  
w r it in g  is m u c h  m o r e  th a n  p h o n e t i c  w r it in g , t h u s  
b e in g  u n r e la t e d  t o  sp e e c h  (a n d  c e r ta in ly  n o t  
d e p e n d e n t  t o  a n d  d er iv a tiv e  f r o m  sp e e c h  in  t h e  
c o m m o n  se n s e  o f  s p o k e n  w o r d s ) .  T o  u n d e r s ta n d  
w h y ,  at th e  s a m e  t im e ,  h e says t h a t  w r it in g  is m o r e  
in t e r io r  to  s p e e c h ,  s p e e c h  b e in g  a lr e a d y  a p a r t ic u la r  
s o r t  o f  w r it in g , o n e  m u st  a ccep t t h e  p r e -e m in e n c e  o f  
w r i t in g  o v e r  s p e e c h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w h a t  m e a n s  
w r it in g  fo r  D e r r id a ,  a fter  all?

T o  D e r r id a  w r i t in g  is m u c h  m o r e  th a n  t h e  
tr a d it io n a l  g r a p h ic  c o n c e p t .  T h e  g r a p h ic  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w r it in g  is m e r e ly  th e  last p r o s a ic  
p h a s e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  rea lity  o f  w r i t in g  (w h e r e a s  
s o m e w h e r e  in  b e t w e e n  th e se  t w o  D e r r id a  p la c in g  
s p e e c h ) . F o r  h i m ,  “ev en  b e fo r e  b e in g  l in k e d  t o  
in c i s io n ,  e n g r a v in g ,  d r a w in g , o r  t o  le tte r , t o  a 
s ig n if ie r  r e fe r r in g  i n  genera l to  a  s ig n i f ie d  b y  it , t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  graphie [u n it o f  a p o s s ib le  g r a p h ic  
s y s t e m ]  im p lie s  t h e  fr a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  instituted trace, 
as th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  s y s t e m s  o f  
s ig n if ic a t io n s ” (D e r r id a  2002: 4 6 ) .  T h e  fu n d a m e n ta l
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c o n c e p t  o f  D e r r id a ’s e p i s t e m e  th u s  b e c o m e s  n o t  
w r it in g ,  b u t  trace. W h a t  e x a c t ly  m e a n s  tr a c e  to  
D e r r id a  (a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  w r it in g  a n d  f u r t h e r  o n  
s p e e c h  a s a so r t  o f  w r it in g )  c a n  o n ly  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  
b y  m e a n s  o f  s te p p in g  o u t  o f  l in g u is t ic s  a n d  w a n d e r  
in t o  a c o n f u s in g ,  s p e c u la t iv e  se a  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and  
e v e n  t h e o lo g ic a l  a r g u m e n ts . T o  m a k e  i t  s h o r t ,  th e  
tr a c e  s e e m s  to  b e , in  D e r r i d a ’s v is io n , s o m e  s o r t  o f  
v ir t u a l  e x is t e n c e ,  a m o n a d i c  r e a l i t y ,  a  p u r e ly  
o n t o lo g i c a l  a r c h e ty p e , n o t  an  e x p r e s s io n ,  n o t  a 
c o n t e n t ,  b u t  all o f  th e s e  s u s p e n d e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  th e y  
a c tu a l ly  c o m e  in to  b e in g . ‘T h e  f ie ld  o f  t h e  e n t ity ,  
b e fo r e  b e in g  d e te r m in e d  as t h e  f ie ld  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  is 
s t r u c t u r e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  d iv erse  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  -  
g e n e t ic  a n d  stru ctu ra l -  o f  t h e  tra ce” (D e r r id a  2002 :  
4 7 ). A p p l y i n g  th is  v i s io n  t o  S au ssu r ia n  e p is t e m e  -  
a n d  d e c o n s tr u c t in g  it , o f  c o u r s e  -  in  D e r r i d a ’s o w n  
w o r d s  “t h e r e  is n e it h e r  s y m b o l  n o r  s ig n  b u t  a 
b e c o m in g - s ig n  o f  th e  s y m b o l ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  47). 
D e r r id a  f in d s  part o f  s u p p o r t  in  P e ir c e ’s t r e a t m e n t  o f  
th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  s y m b o l  and  s ig n :

“S y m b o l s  g r o w . T h e y  c o m e  i n t o  b e i n g  b y  
d e v e lo p in g  o u t  o f  o t h e r  s ig n s , p a r t ic u la r ly  fr o m  
ic o n s , o r  b r o m  m ix e d  s ig n s  p a r ta k in g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
ic o n s  a n d  s y m b o ls . W e  t h i n k  o n ly  in  s ig n s .  T h e se  
m e n ta l  s ig n s  are o f  m ix e d  n a tu r e ;  th e  s y m b o l  p a r ts  o f  
th e m  a r e  c a lle d  c o n c e p ts .  I f  a m a n  m a k e s  a n e w  
s y m b o l ,  i t  is  b y  th o u g h ts  i n v o lv in g  c o n c e p t s .  S o  it  is 
o n ly  o u t  o f  s y m b o ls  th a t  a n e w  s y m b o l  c a n  g r o w . 
Omne symbolum de symbolo. A  s y m b o l ,  o n c e  in  
b e in g , s p r e a d s  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p le s .  In  u s e  a n d  in  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  i ts  m e a n in g  g r o w s .  S u ch  w o r d s  a s force, 
law, wealth, marriage, b e a r  fo r  u s v e r y  d if fe r e n t  
m e a n in g  f r o m  th o s e  t h e y  b o r e  fo r  o u r  b a r b a r o u s

I am
t m e r s o n  s sp  
e y e b e a m .” (TP e ir c e

a n c e s to r s . T h e  sy m b o ls  m a y ,  w i t h  E m e r s o n ’s s p h in x ,  
sa y  t o  m a n ,  O f  th in e  e y e  
1960: 1 6 9 , p aragrap h  3 0 2 ) .

A n y  c o n c e p t  th a t is  t o  n a m e , to  s t a y  f o r  th e  
a b str a c t o r  c o n c r e te  r e a l i t y  is  m a d e  u p  o f  a  m e n ta l  
tra ce . T h e r e  is a lw a y s  a  s le e p y -w a it in g  y e t  ever  
p r e s e n t  tr a c e  at th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  and  
th e  n a m in g  o f . a n y  o n t o lo g i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n .  T h e  
tra ce  is  i t s e l f  T h e  apriori o n t o l o g y  -  a n d  t h i s  is  h o w  
w r i t i n g  i s  p r e - e m in e n t  t o  th e  la t e r  fo r m a l  
v e r b a l iz a t io n  o f  a n y  a lr e a d y  traced c o n c e p t  o f  a n y  
a b str a c t o r  c o n c r e te  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  r e a l i t y .  T h e  
tr a c e  is  t h e  v e r y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  e x is t e n c e .  T h e  
w h o le  r e a l i t y  is o r ig in a l ly  “w r it t e n ”, t h e n  e x is t in g  
an d  f i n a l l y  sp o k e n .

D e r r id a  se e m s  to  b e  v e r y  m u c h  d e l ig h t e d  b y  su ch  
“d e - c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l  s ig n i f ie d ”, 
P e ir c e  b e in g  h ig h ly  p r a is e d  f o r  h is  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t
th a t  the thing itself is a sign. In  h is  The Principles of 
Phenomenology P ie r c e  s t a t e d :  " ... t h e  id e a  o f  
manifestation is th e  id e a  o f  a  s ig n .” (P e ir c e  1 9 5 5 :  93). 
A n y t h i n g  th a t  s im p ly  e x is t s  c o m e s  o u t  o f  t h e  id e a  o f  
a s ig n  a n d  c a n  o n ly  b e in t e r p r e t e d  fu r th e r  b y  m e a n s

a d d it io n a l  o f  s ig n s . “F r o m  th e  m o m e n t  t h a t  th e r e  is  
m e a n in g  th e r e  are n o t h i n g  b u t  sig n s. We think only in 
signs” (D e r r id a  2 0 02 : 5 0 ) ,  t h e  w o r ld  i t s e l f  is  a  s ig n  an d  
i t  m a n if e s t s  and  e x p r e s s e s  it s e lf  th r o u g h  in d e f in it e  
s ig n s .

M e n t io n in g  o n c e  a g a in  su ch  t r a d it io n a l  -  y e t  
w r o n g  -  a c c e p ta t io n  o f  w r it in g  as o n e  is  t o  fa ce  in  
Phaedrus, w h ic h  c o n d e m n e d  w r it in g  as p la y  -  paidia 
-  a n d  o p p o s e d  su c h  c h i ld is h n e s s  to  th e  a d u lt  g r a v ity  
o f  s p e e c h  (P la to  2 0 0 6 :  1 5 1 , 2 7 7 e ), D e r r id a  r e fe r s  to  a 
s c ie n c e  o f  w r it in g  b e f o r e  sp e e c h  and  in  s p e e c h ,  ca lled  
g r a m m a to lo g y .  T h is  n e w  s c ie n c e  D e r r id a  a im s  to  is  
t o  c o v e r  a vast f i le d  w i t h i n  w h ic h  l in g u is t i c s  is  to  
d e l in e a t e  its  o w n , s m a l le r  area, w i t h  t h e  l im it s  
S a u s s u r e  p rescr ib es . F i n a l l y ,  D err id a  a d m it s  th a t  o n e  
m a y  r e p la c e /s u b s t i t u te  s e m io lo g y  b y  g r a m m a to lo g y ,  
a n d  r e a c h in g  th is  p o i n t  h e  b e c o m e s  o n c e  m o r e  
c o n f u s in g  and  p a r a d o x ic a l .  H e  d o es  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  
n a m e  t h e  p rec ise  o b j e c t  o f  g r a m m a to lo g y  a n d  th u s  
d e l in e a t e  its  r ig o r o u s  a r e a  an d  rev ea l i t s  e p is te m e .  
W h y  i s  th a t  so?  B e c a u s e  th is  n e w  s c i e n c e  o f  
g r a m m a to lo g y  d o e s  n o t  y e t  ex is t -  c o n s e q u e n t ly  it  is  
im p o s s ib l e  to  say  w h a t  i t  w o u ld  -  o r  c o u ld  -  o n c e  be. 
N e v e r t h e le s s ,  o n e  t h i n g  is  f o r  sure: l in g u is t i c s  is  o n ly  
a p a r t  o f  th is  n e w  g e n e r a l  sc ie n c e  a n d  t h e  la w s  th a t  
w i l l  s o m e  d ay  be d i s c o v e r e d  b y  g r a m m a t o lo g y  w il l  
b e  a p p lic a b le  to  l in g u is t i c s .  S ee in g  su c h  a t r e m e n d o u s  
g e n e r o s i t y  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  D e r r id a , o n e  c a n n o t  s to p  
w o n d e r i n g  w h e th e r  w e  fa c e  a p h i lo s o p h ic a l  v is io n a r y  
m in d  o r  ju st a s p o ile d  w h im s ic a l  r h e to r .

I t  c o m e s  o u t  q u ite  c l e a r ly  th a t D e r r id a  is  n o t  su c h  
m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o n s tr u c t in g  g r a m m a to lo g y ,  
b u t  w i t h  d e c o n s tr u c t in g  l in g u is t ic s . H e  is  m o s t ly  
a n n o y e d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s e m i o l o g y ,  t h o u g h  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  l in g u is t ic s ,  b e i n g  m o r e  
g e n e r a l  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s iv e ,  it c o n t in u e d  to  b e  
r e g u la te d  as if  it w e r e  o n e  o f  th e  areas o f  l in g u is t ic s .  
T h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  l in g u is t ic - s ig n  r e m a in e d  
e x e m p la r y  fo r  s e m io lo g y  a n d  d o m in a te d  t h e  e v e r  u n ­
d e l in e a t e d  m a ster -s ig n . “ . . .  l in g u is t ic s  c a n  b e c o m e  th e  
m a s t e r -p a t t e r n  f o r  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  s e m i o l o g y  
a l t h o u g h  lan gu age is  o n l y  o n e  p a r ticu la r  s e m io lo g ic a l  
s y s t e m ” (Saussure 1 9 7 4 :  6 8 ) . T h is  is  p r e c i s e ly  w h a t  
B a r th e s  rev ea led  as t h e  a c tu a l in t e n t io n  o f  S a u ss u r e ’s 
Course in General Linguistics-. “In fa c t, w e  m u s t  n o w  
fa c e  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  in v e r t in g  S a u s s u r e ’s 
d e c la r a t io n :  lin g u is t ic s  is  n o t  a p art o f  t h e  g en era l 
s c ie n c e  o f  s ig n s, e v e n  a p r iv i le g e d  p art, i t  is  s e m io lo g y  
w h i c h  is  a part o f  l in g u is t ic s :  to  b e  p r e c is e ,  i t  is  th a t  
p a r t  c o v e r in g  t h e  great signifying unities o f  
d is c o u r s e .” (B arthes 1 9 7 2 :  11).

A l l  o f  th ese  h a p p e n e d  b eca u se  o f  t h e  so -c a lle d  
“c i v i l i z a t io n  o f  w r i t in g ” t h a t  h u m a n  k in d  in h a b ite d  
f o r  a lo n g ,  lo n g  t im e ;  t h a t  is o f  p h o n e t ic - w r it in g ,  
w h i c h  m e a n s  lo g o c e n t r i s m . Y e t S a u ss u r e  h im s e lf  
s ta te d , c u r io u s ly  e n o u g h ,  th a t  la n g u a g e  is  c o m p a r a b le  
t o  a s y s t e m  o f  w r i t i n g .  N o t  c o m p a r a b le ,  sa y s
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D e r r id a , b u t  a sp e c ie s  o f  w r i t i n g .  T h e  p r o b le m  sta r ts  
f r o m  S a u s s u r e ’s o w n  d is c o u r s e , as u su a lly . T h e r e  are 
se v e r a l t im e s  w h e n  tr y in g  t o  d e f in e  la n g u a g e  th a t  
S a u ss u r e  d r a w s  h is  a r g u m e n t s  f r o m  r a th e r  
q u e s t io n a b le  e x a m p le s  r e la te d  t o . . .  w r it in g . I t  m a k e s  
o n e  th in k :  w h i c h  ca m e  fir st?  T h e  s u p p o se d  o b j e c t  o f  
l in g u is t ic s  o r  th e  o b je c t b y  w h o s e  m e a n s  la n g u a g e  
c a n  b e  d e te r m in e d ?  L e t  u s  f o l l o w  S a u s s u r e ’s 
d is c o u r se :  “L a n g u a g e  is a s y s t e m  o f  s ig n s  th a t  e x p r e s s  
id ea s , a n d  i t  is  th e r e fo r e  c o m p a r a b le  to  a s y s t e m  o f  
w r it in g , t h e  a lp h a b e t o f  d e a f -m u te s , s y m b o l i c  r ite s , 
p o l i t e  fo r m u la s ,  m ilita r y  s ig n a ls ,  e tc . B u t i t  is  th e  
m o s t  im p o r t a n t  o f  a l t h e s e  s y s t e m s ” (S a u s s u r e  
1 9 7 4 :1 6 ). E v e n  fu r th e r , w h e n  s tr iv in g  to  e x p la in  th e  

h o n ic  d if f e r e n c e  as th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l in g u is t i c  v a lu e ,  
a u ssu re  f o u n d  n o t h in g  e ls e  h e lp f u l  b u t w r i t i n g  its e lf :  

“S in c e  an  id e n t ic a l  s ta te  o f  a ffa ir s  is o b s e r v a b le  in  
w r it in g ,  a n o t h e r  s y s te m  o f  s ig n s ,  w e  sh a ll u s e  w r i t in g  
t o  d r a w  s o m e  c o m p a r is o n s  t h a t  w i l l  c la r ify  t h e  w h o le  
i s s u e ” (S a u ssu r e  1 9 7 4 :1 1 9 ) . A l l  D e r r id a  h as t o  d o  is  t o  
o p p o s e  S a u s s u r e  t o  h im s e l f ,  r e v e a l in g  h is  
i n c o n s e q u e n t  e p is t e m e . R a t h e r  th a n  b e i n g  th e  
“in d is p e n s a b le  c o r r e la t iv e ” , w r i t in g  se e m s  t o  b e  th e  
v e r y  f o u n d a t io n  o f  l in g u is t ic  s ig n .

D e r r id a  t h e n  c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  
d if fe r e n c e  as th e  s o u r c e  o f  th e  l in g u is t ic  v a lu e .  
S a u ssu re  c o n s tr u c t s  th is  t h e s i s  m a k in g  fu l l  u s a g e  o f  
th e  p h o n ic  a sp e c t  o f  th e  l in g u is t i c  s ig n , th e  p h o n e m e  
b e in g  in t r in s i c  t o  th e  l in g u i s t i c  d if f e r e n c e .  Y e t  
D e r r id a  is  e v e r  p r e s e n t  in  s p e c u la t in g  o n  
c o n t r a d ic t o r y  p h ra ses  h e  p ic k s  u p  n o w  a n a  th e n  
f r o m  S a u s s u r e ’s d is c o u r se . D e r r id a  p o in t s  o u t  th a t  
w h i l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  l a n g u a g e  c o m e s  d o w n  to  
m e a n in g , y e t  S au ssu re  s ta t e d  th a t  so u n d  h a s  l i t t l e  to  
d o  w i t h  v a lu a b le /m e a n in g f u l  la n g u a g e . “T h e  th in g  
th a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  la n g u a g e  i s ,  as I sh a ll s h o w  la ter , 
u n r e la te d  t o  th e  p h o n ic  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  l in g u is t ic  
s ig n ” (S a u ssu re  1974: 7).

" ... i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  s o u n d  a lo n e , a m a te r ia l  
e le m e n t , t o  b e lo n g  to  la n g u a g e . It is  o n ly  a s e c o n d a r y  
th in g ,  s u b s ta n c e  t o  b e  p u t  t o  u se . (...) th e  l in g u is t ic  
s ig m fie r , w h ic h  is n o t  p h o n ic  b u t in c o r p o r e a l  -  
c o n s t i t u t e d  n o t  b y  its  m a te r ia l  su b s ta n c e  b u t  th e  
d if fe r e n c e s  th a t  sep a ra te  i t s  so u n d -im a g e  f r o m  all 
o th e r s ” (S a u ssu re  1974: 1 1 8 -1 1 9 ) .

“T h e  id e a  o r  p h o n ic  s u b s ta n c e  th a t a s ig n  c o n t a in s  
is o f  le s s  im p o r ta n c e  th a n  th e  o th e r  s ig n s  th a t  
s u r r o u n d  i t ” (S aussu re 1 9 7 4 : 1 2 0 ). W h a t t h e n  is  th e  
e s s e n c e  o f  la n g u a g e , w h i c h  g iv e s  it  v a lu e  a n d  
m e a n in g , i f  n o t  th e  p h o n ic  secondary a sp e ct?  T h a t  is 
s o m e t h in g  w e  are y e t  t o  f in d  o u t .

D e r r id a  e m p h a s iz e s  fu r t h e r  o n  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  
o t h e r  p h o n o l o g y  f a v o r in g  l in g u is t i c  d i s c o u r s e s ,  
s ta r t in g  w i t h  th a t o f  J a k o b s o n  an d  H a l l e ,  w h o  
c o n t r a d ic te d  H je lm s le v  a n d  h is  g lo s s e m a t ic  (w h ic h  
r e q u ir e s  t h e  n e u tr a l iz in g  o f  t h e  s o n o r o u s  s u b s ta n c e ) .

“In  c o n t r a d ic t io n  t o  t h e  u n iv e r sa l p h e n o m e n o n

o f  s p e e c h ,  p h o n e t ic  o r  p h o n e m ic  w r i t in g  is  an  
o c c a s io n a l ,  a c c e s so r y  c o d e  th a t  n o r m a l ly  im p lie s  th e  
a b i l i ty  o f  its  u sers t o  tr a n s la te  it  in t o  it s  u n d e r ly in g  
s o u n d  c o d e ,  w h ile  th e  r e v e r s e  a b i l i ty ,  t o  tr a n sp o s e  
s p e e c h  i n t o  le tter s , is  a s e c o n d a r y  a n d  m u c h  less  
c o m m o n  fa c u lty . O n l y  a fte r  h a v in g  m a s te r e d  sp e e c h  
d o e s  o n e  g r a d u a te  t o  r e a d in g  a n d  w r i t i n g .  ” 
( f a k o b s o n - H a l le  1956: 1 6 ).

T h is  a r g u m e n t f o r  t h e  s e c o n d a r in e s s  o f  w r it in g  
J a k o b s o n  a n d  H a lle  u s e d  is  d ism isse d  as in c o n s is t e n t ,  
its  p e r t in e n c e  b e in g  b a s e d  o n ly  o n  a p r e fe r e n t ia l  -  
th u s  s u b je c t iv e  -  lo g ic  o f  t im e  s e q u e n c e . I t is n o t  
e n o u g h  f o r  w r it in g  t o  a p p e a r  a fter  s p e e c h  in  o n e s  
c o n s c i e n c e  to  m a k e  o u t  o f  it  an a u x i l ia r y  p a ra s ite . 
T h e  t w o  sc h o la r s  a ls o  r e fe r  to  th e  im p e r f e c t io n  o f  
g r a p h ic  r e p r e s e n ta t io n :

“T h e r e  is a c a r d in a l d if fe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p h o n e m e s  
a n d  g r a p h ic  u n its . E a c h  le t te r  c a r r ie s  a s p e c if ic  
d e n o t a t io n  -  in  a p h o n e m ic  o r th o g r a p h y , i t  u s u a lly  
d e n o t e s  o n e  o f  th e  p h o n e m e s  o r  a c e r ta in  l im ite d  
s e r ie s  o f  p h o n e m e s ,  w h e r e a s  p h o n e m e s  d e n o t e  
n o t h i n g  b u t  m ere  o t h e r n e s s  (...) G r a p h ic  s ig n s  serv e  
to  in t e r p r e t  p h o n e m e s  o r  o th e r  l in g u is t ic  u n i t s  sta n d  
fo r  t h e s e  u n its , as t h e  lo g ic ia n  w o u ld  sa y . T h is  
d if f e r e n c e  h as fa r -r e a c h in g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  th e  
c a r d i n a l l y  d is s im ila r  p a t t e r n in g  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  
p h o n e m e s .  L e tte r s  n e v e r ,  o r  o n l y  p a r t ia l ly ,  
r e p r o d u c e  th e  d if fe r e n t  d is t in c t iv e  fe a tu r e s  o n  w h ic h  
t h e  p h o n e m ic  p a t t e r n  is  b a se d  a n d  u n f a i l in g ly  
d is r e g a r d  th e  s tr u c tu r a l r e la t io n s h ip  o f  th e s e  fea tu res . 
T h e r e  is  n o  su ch  t h i n g  in  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  as th e

3 1 a n ta t io n  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  c o d e  b y  it s  v is u a l  
c a s , b u t  o n ly  a s u p p le m e n t a t io n  o f  t h i s  c o d e  b y  

p a r a s it ic  a u x ilia r ie s , w h i l e  th e  sp e e c h  c o d e  c o n s ta n t ly  
a n d  u n a lte r a b ly  r e m a in s  in  e f fe c t .” (J a k o b s o n -H a lle  
1 9 5 6 : 1 6 -1 7 ) .

L e t t e r s  o n ly  p a r t ia l ly  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  d if fe r e n t  
d is t in c t iv e  fea tu res  o n  w h i c h  th e  p h o n e m ic  p a tte r n  is 
b a s e d , b u t  th is  is n o t  -  a t lea st n o t  t o  D e r r id a  -  an  
a r g u m e n t  fo r  th e  s e c o n d a r in e s s  o f  w r i t in g ,  b u t  
p r e c i s e ly  fo r  th e  n e c e s s i t y  to  r e c o n s id e r  w r it in g  as 
u n r e la te d  to  and  n o t  d e r iv e d  fr o m  s p e e c h . H e  p o in ts  
o u t ,  o n c e  m o r e , th a t  t h e  c la im e d  in a d e q u a c y  o f  
g r a p h ic  o n l y  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  a lp h a b e t ic  
w r i t i n g  (s o m e th in g  g lo s s e m a t ic  d o e s  n o t  l im it  it s e lf  
to )  a n d  th u s  u rges fo r  a “r e fo r m in g  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  
w r i t i n g ” (D err id a  2 0 0 2 :  5 5 ) itse lf .

D e r r id a  a lso  c o n t r a d ic t s  A n d r e  M a r t in e t  w h o  
c r i t i c iz e d  all th o s e  w h o  q u e s t io n e d  t h e  e sse n tia l  
p h o n ic  c h a ra c ter  o f  t h e  l in g u is t ic  s ig n .

“B e a u c o u p  s e r o n t  t e n t e s  d e d o n n e r  d e  ra iso n  a 
S a u s s u r e  q u i e n o n c e  q u e  « l ’e s se n tie l d e  la  la n g u e . . .  est  
é t r a n g e r  au  c a r a c t e r e  p h o n iq u e  d u  s ig n e  
l in g u is t iq u e » , e t, d é p a s s a n t  l ’e n s e ig n e m e n t  d u  m a itr e , 
d e  d e c la r e r  q u e  l e  s ig n e  l in g u i s t iq u e  n ’a p as  
n e c e s s a ir e m e n t  ce  c a r a c te r e  p h o n iq u e .” (M a r tin e t  
1 9 6 5 : 1 9 ).



[ “M u c h  w i l l  b e  a t t e m p te d  t o  p r o v e  th a t  S au ssu re  
is  r ig h t  w h e n  h e  a n n o u n c e s  th a t  « t h e  th in g  th a t  
c o n s t i t u t e s  la n g u a g e  is . . .  u n r e la te d  t o  th e  p h o n ic  
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  l in g u is t ic  s ig n » , a n d , g o in g  B e y o n d  
t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  t h e  m a ster , t o  d e c la r e  th a t th e  
l in g u i s t i c  s ig n  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  h a v e  th e  p h o n ic  
c h a r a c te r ” .]

F o r  D e r r id a  is  n o t  a q u e s t io n  o f  g o in g  b e v o n d  
w h a t  S au ssu re  m e a n t ,  b u t  p r e c is e ly  t o  e x te n d  a n d  
r i g h t l y  rev ea l w h a t  S a u ssu re  w o u l d  h a v e  a c tu a lly  
w a n t e d  t o  sa y , b u t  s o m e h o w  fo r g o t  t o . . .  H e r e  is  a 
s a m p le  o f  S a u ssu r e ’s u n c o n s c io u s  t h o u g h t ,  e x p r e sse d  
b y  t h e  “m e d iu m ” c a lle d  D errid a :

“I b e lie v e  th a t  g e n e r a l iz e d  w r i t in g  is  n o t  ju st th e  
id e a  o f  a s y s t e m  t o  b e  in v e n te d , a n  h y p o th e t ic a l  
c h a r a c te r is t ic  o r  a fu tu r e  p o s s ib i l i t y .  I t h in k  o n  th e  
c o n t r a r y  th a t  o r a l la n g u a g e  a lre a d y  b e lo n g s  to  th is  
w r i t in g .  B u t th a t  p r e s u p p o s e s  a m o d i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  
c o n c e p t  o f  w r it in g  t h a t  w e  fo r  th e  m o m e n t  m e r e ly  
a n t i c ip a t e ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  55 ).

T o  p u s h  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  p a r a d o x  t o  
h a l lu c in a t o r y  b o u n d a r ie s ,  D e r r id a  f in d s  s u p p o r t  fo r  
s u c h  c o u r a g e o u s  o v e r la p p in g  o f  S a u s s u r e ’s d is c o u r se  
in  t h e  w o r k  o f . . . .  M a r t in e t  h im se lf .

“ . . .  i l  e s t  t r é s  im p o r t a n t  d e  m o d if i e r  la  
t e r m in o lo g ie  t r a d it io n n e l le  r e la t iv e  a l ’a r t ic u la t io n  d e  
s ig n i f ia n t s  d e fa ş o n  a e n  é l im in e r  t o u t e  r e fe r e n c e  a la  
s u b s t a n c e  p h o n iq u e  c o m m e  le fa it  L o u i s  H je lm s le v  
l o r s q u ’i l  e m p lo ie  « c é n é m e »  e t  « c é n é m a t iq u e »  au  l ie u  
d e  « p h o n e m e »  e t  « p h o n o lo g ie » . /  O n  c o m p r e n d r a  
t o u t e f o i s  q u e  la  p lu p a r t  d es l in g u is t e s  h é s ite n t  a 
m o d if i e r  d e  fo n d  e n  c o m b le  l ’é d if ic e  t e r m in o lo g iq u e  
t r a d i t io n n e l  p o u r  l e  s e u l  a v a n ta g e  t h é o r iq u e  d e  
p o u v o i r  in c lu r e  d a n s  le  d o m a in e  d e  l e u r  s c ie n c e  d es  
s y s t é m e s  p u r e m e n t  h y p o t h é t i q u e s .  P o u r  q u ’i ls  
c o n s e n t e n t  a e n v is a g e r  u n e  t e l l e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i l  
f a u d r a i t  le s  c o n v a in c r e  q u e , d a n s  l e s  s y s t é m e s  
l i n g u i s t i q u e s  a t t e s t é s ,  i l s  n ’o n t  a u c u n  in t é r é t  a 
c o n s id é r e r  la  s u b s t a n c e  p h o n iq u e  d e s  u n it é s  
d ’e x p r e s s io n  c o m m e  le s  in te r e s sa n t  d ir e c t e m e n t .” 
(M a r t in e t  1965: 2 0 -2 1 ) .

[ “ .. .  i t  is m o s t  im p o r t a n t  t o  m o d i f y  tr a d it io n a l  
t e r m i n o lo g y  r e la t iv e  t o  th e  a r t ic u la t io n  o f  s ig n if ie r s  
s o  a s t o  e l im in a te  a ll r e fe r e n c e  to  p h o n ic  su b s ta n c e ;  as 
d o e s  L o u is  H j e lm s le v  w h e n  h e  u s e s  « c e n e m e »  an d  
« c e n e m a t i c s »  in s t e a d  o f  « p h o n e m e »  a n d  
« p h o n e m a t ic s » . /  Y e t  i t  is u n d e r s ta n d a b le  th a t th e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  l in g u is ts  h e s ita te  to  m o d i f y  c o m p le t e ly  
t h e  tr a d it io n a l  t e r m in o lo g ic a l  e d if ic e  f o r  th e  o n ly  
t h e o r e t i c a l  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  b e in g  a b le  t o  in c lu d e  in  th e  
f i e ld  o f  th e ir  s c ie n c e  s o m e  p u r e ly  h y p o t h e t i c a l  
s y s t e m s .  T o  m a k e  t h e m  agree t o  e n g a g e  su c h  a 
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  p e rsu a d e d  t h a t ,  in  a tte s te d  
l i n g u i s t i c  s y s t e m s ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o  a d v a n t a g e  in  
c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  p h o n i c  s u b s ta n c e  o f  u n i t s  o f  
e x p r e s s io n  as to  b e  o f  d ir e c t  in te r e s t .” ]

T h e r e  is  o n e  w a y  t o  c o n s id e r  a n d  a g r e e  o n  th e

d e r iv a t iv e n e s s  o f  w r it in g . I f t h e  o r ig in a l, n a tu r a l  
la n g u a g e  h a d  i t s e l f  a lw a y s  b e e n  a w r i t in g ,  a n  
“a r c h e w r it in g ” , th a n  th e  c o m m o n  v u lg a r  a c c e p ta t io n  
o f  w r it in g  c a n  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  as a  d is s im u la t io n  o f  
t h e  a r c h e w r it in g . Y e t  th is  a r c h e w r it in g  ca n  n e v e r  
b e c o m e  th e  o b j e c t  o f  a n e w  s c ie n c e ,  b u t  in s te a d  the 
trace c o u ld  a n d  s h o u ld .

T h e  l i n g u i s t  th a t  p le a s e s  m o s t  D e r r id a  is  
H je lm s le v  a n d  h is  Principes de grammaire generate 
(1 9 2 8 ) . F o r  h im  g r a m m a r  is in d e p e n d e n t  o f  s e m a n t ic s  
a n d  p h o n o lo g y :

“P h o n e m a t ic s  m u s t  c o n s id e r  t h e  p h o n e m e s  as 
e le m e n t s  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  s y s t e m , w i t h o u t  reg a rd  t o  
t h e  p a r t icu la r  w a y  in  w h ic h  t h e y  a re  s y m b o l iz e d .  
T h e y  m a y  b e  s y m b o l iz e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  s o u n d , b u t  
t h e y  m a y  b e  s y m b o l i z e d  q u ite  as w e l l  b y  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  m e a n s , e . g . b y  m ea n s o f  l e t t e r s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
s ig n a ls  a d o p te d  b y  t w o  o r  m o r e  in d iv id u a ls .  /  T h e r e  
is  n o  n e c e s sa r y  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  so u n d s  a n d  
la n g u a g e . T h e  d e c i s iv e  fact is th a t  o t h e r  s y m b o ls  t h a n  
s o u n d s  can b e  u s e d  t o  ex p ress  p h o n e m e s .” (H je lm s le v  
1 9 7 3 :1 5 9 ) .

T h e  l in g u is t ic  u n i t  is t o  H j e lm s le v  the glosseme, 
th a t  h as l i t t le  t o  d o  w ith  th e  t r a d it io n a l  S a u ssu r ia n  
l in g u is t ic  s ig n , t h o u g h  th e  s t a r t in g  p o in t  m a y  b e  
v a g u e ly  th e  sa m e : “ S in c e  la n g u a g e  is  a fo r m  a n d  n o t  
a s u b s ta n c e  (S a u s s u r e ) ,  th e  g lo s s e m e s  are b y  
d e f in i t io n  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  s u b s t a n c e ,  im m a te r ia l  
(s e m a n t ic s , p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  lo g ic a l)  and  m a te r ia l  
(p h o n ic ,  g r a p h ic , e t c ) .” (H ie lm s le v - U ld a l l  1935: 1 3 f) . 
E v e n  m o r e , in  t h e  Prolegomena to a Theory o f  
Language (1 9 4 3 ) , H j e lm s le v  e m p h a s iz e s  a n o t h e r  
c o n t r a d ic t io n  o f  S a u ssu re  d i s c o u r s e .  T h o u g h  
S a u ssu r e  m a in ta in s  th a t  la n g u a g e  is  a  fo r m  an d  n o t  a 
s u b s ta n c e , y e t  t h e  d if fe r e n c e  s ig n i f ie r / s ig n i f ie d  ( th a t  
c a n  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  b y  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
e x p r e s s io n /c o n t e n t ) ,  se ts  as b a ses  p r e c is e ly  th e  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w  o f  s u b s ta n c e . H je lm s le v  c r i t i c iz e s  th e  id e a  o f  
la n g u a g e  n a tu r a l ly  b o u n d  to  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  p h o n ic  
e x p r e s s io n . T o  s a y ,  “th a t  th e  s u b s ta n c e -e x p r e s s io n  o f  
a s p o k e n  la n g u a g e  s h o u ld  c o n s i s t  o f  « s o u n d s » ” 
(D e r r id a  2 0 02 : 5 8 ) is  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  a m is t a k e ,  
t h e  o r ig in a l s in  D e r r id a  o b s e s s iv e ly  ta lk s  a b o u t .  
E b e r h a r d  Z w ir n e r  a n d  K u rt Z w ir n e r  p o in te d  o u t  
th a t  th a t  s p e e c h  is  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  an d  m a y  b e  
r e p la c e d  b y  g e s tu r e  a n d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  so -c a lle d  o r g a n s  
o f  s p e e c h  b u t a ll t h e  m u sc u la tu r e  c o o p e r a te  in  t h e  
e x e r c is e  o f  “n a t u r a l” la n g u a g e . M o r e o v e r ,  th e  s a m e

p h o n e t ic  o r  p h o n e m a t ic  n o t a t io n  a n d  th e  so -c a lle d
l in g u is t ic  s ig n  m a y  b e  m a n ife s te d  in  w r it in g  ( th e  

p h o n e m a t ic  n o t a t io n  a n d  th e  so -c a ll  
p h o n e t ic  o r th o g r a p h ie s ,  su c h  as F in is h ) .  T h u s , a 

g r a p h ic ” s u b s ta n c e  is  ad d ressed  e x c lu s iv e ly  t o  t h e  
e y e  an d  d o e  n o t  n e e d  to  b e  tr a n s p o s e d  in t o  a 
p h o n e t ic  “s u b s ta n c e ” in  o r d e r  t o  b e  u n d e r s to o d .  
T h u s ,  it is d if f ic u lt  t o  sa y  w h a t  is  d e r iv e d  fr o m  w h a t .  
T h is  is  e v e n  m o r e  d if f ic u lt  w h e n  c o n s id e r in g  th a t  t h e  
v e r y  d is c o v e r y  o f  a lp h a b e tic  w r i t in g  is  an  e v e n t  t h a t



t o o k  p la c e  in  p r e h is t o r y .  A s  B e r tr a n d  R u sse ll  n o t e d ,  
w e  h a v e  n o  m e a n s  o f  d e c id in g  w h ic h  ca m e  f ir s t  as 
h u m a n  e x p r e s s io n :  w r it in g  o r  s p e e c h  “It is  n o t  
k n o w n  h o w  o r  w h e n  la n g u a g e  a rose , n o r  w h y  
c h im p a n z e e s  d o  n o t  sp e a k . I d o u b t  if  i t  is  e v e n  
k n o w n  w h e t h e r  w r it in g  o r  s p e e c h  is  th e  o ld e r  f o r m  
o f  la n g u a g e . T h e  p ic tu r e s  m a d e  in  ca v es  b y  t h e  C r o -  
M a g n o n  m e n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  in t e n d e d  to  c o n v e y  a 
m e a n in g , a n d  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a f o r m  o f  w r it in g .  I t  is  
k n o w n  th a t  w r i t in g  d e v e lo p e d  o u t  o f  p ic tu r e s , f o r  
th a t  h a p p e n e d  in  h is to r ic a l  t im e s ;  b u t  it  is n o t  k n o w n  
t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  p ic tu r e s  h a d  b e e n  u se d  in  p r e h is t o r ic  
t im e s  as a m e a n s  o f  g i v i n g  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  
c o m m a n d s .” (R u s s e ll  1927: 4 6 -4 7 ) .

H .  J. U ld a l l  r e v e a le d  a n o t h e r  p a r a d o x  o f  S a u s s u r e  
d is c o u r se  a n d  o f  la n g u a g e  in  g e n e r a l:  o n ly  b y  m e a n s  
o f  th e  c o n c e p t u a l iz a t io n  th e  d if f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  f o r m  
a n d  s u b s ta n c e , i t  is p o s s ib le  t o  " ... e x p la in  t h e  
p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s p e e c h  a n d  w r i t in g  e x is t in g  at t h e  s a m e  
t im e  as e x p r e s s io n s  o f  o n e  a n a  th e  sa m e la n g u a g e ” 
(U ld a ll  1 9 44 : I l f ) .  C o n c e n t r a t in g  o n e s  a t t e n t io n  o n  
th e  s u b s ta n c e , H je lm s le v  a d m it s  ( in  a fo o tn o te ) :  “A n  
a n a ly s is  o f  w r i t in g  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  s o u n d  h a s  n o t  
y e t  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n ” (H j e lm s le v  1953: 6 7 ), w h i l e  
U ld a l l  s te p s  e v e n  fu rth er: “t h e  su b s ta n c e  o f  i n k  h a s  
n o t  y e t  r e c e iv e d  th e  sa m e  a t t e n t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  
l in g u is t ic s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  so  la v i s h ly  b e s to w e d  o n  th e  
s u b s ta n c e  o f  a ir ” ( U ld a l l  1 9 4 4 :  1 3 -1 4 ) . U l d a l l  
e m p h a s iz e s  t h e  m u tu a l in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  t w o  k in d  
o f  su b s ta n c e s  o f  e x p r e s s io n s :  i n  o r th o g r a p h y , n o  
g r a p h e m e  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  a c c e n t s  o r  p r o n u n c ia t io n  (a 
fa c t th a t  w a s  t h e  m is e r y  a n d  m e n a c e  o f  w r i t in g  f o r  
R o u ss e a u )  a n d , r e c ip r o c a l ly , in  p r o n u n c ia t io n ,  n o  
p h o n e m e  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  s p a c in g  b e t w e e n  
w r it t e n  w o r d s .

T h o u g h  g lo s s e m a t ic s  p le a s e s  D e r r id a  in  s o m e  
r e sp e c t a n d  t o  s o m e  e x te n t , y e t  i t  o n ly  l in g e r s  a t th e  
p e r ip h e r y  o f  w h a t  h e  a s s u m e s  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  
g r a m m a to lo g y  w o u ld  o n e  d a y  b e . G lo s s e m a t ic s  s t i l l  
o p e r a te s  w i t h  a p o p u la r  im p e r f e c t  an d  l im it a t iv e  
c o n c e p t  o f  w r i t in g .  T h e  “f o r m  o f  e x p r e s s io n ” l in k e d  
b y  c o r r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  g r a p h ic  “s u b s t a n c e  o f  
e x p r e s s io n ” m a y  b e  a n o v e l t y ,  b u t  it  h as l i t t l e  o r  
n o t h in g  t o  d o  w i t h  D e r r id a ’s “a r c h e -w r it in g ” . T h is  
im p lie s  n o t  m e r e ly  th e  fo r m  a n d  su b s ta n c e  o f  g r a p h ic  
e x p r e s s io n , as g lo s s e m a t ic s  d o e s ,  b u t n o n -g r a p h ic  
e x p r e s s io n s  a ls o . E v e n  m u c h  m o r e , th e  a s s u m e d  
a r c h e -w r it in g  “ ... w o u ld  c o n s t i t u t e  n o t  o n l y  th e  
p a tte r n  u n i t in g  fo r m  t o  a ll  su b s ta n c e , g r a p h ic  o r  
o th e r w is e ,  b u t  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  sign-function 
l in k in g  a c o n t e n t  to  an  e x p r e s s io n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  
g ra p h ic  o r  n o t ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  6 0 ). F o r  D e r r id a  th e  
a r c h e -w r it in g  s e e m s  t o  b e lo n g  t o  th e  H u s s e r l ia n  
r e fe r e n c e  t o  a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e x p e r ie n c e  (“B y  
a b s o lu te ly  v ir t u a l iz in g  d ia lo g u e ,  w r it in g  c r e a t e s  a 
k in d  o f  a u t o n o m o u s  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l  f ie ld  f r o m  w h i c h  
e v e r y  p r e s e n t  su b je c t  ca n  b e  a b s e n t . (...) W r i t in g ,  as

th e  p la c e  o f  a b s o lu te ly  p e r m a n e n t  idea l o b j e c t iv i t i e s  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o f  a b s o lu te  O b j e c t iv i t y ,  c e r t a i n l y  
c o n s t i t u t e s  s u c h  a t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  f ie ld ”; D e r r id a  
1989: 8 8 ) . T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  p h e n o m e n o lo g y  b e lo n g in g  
to  m e t a p h y s ic s ,  D err id a  s t e p s  o u t  o f  l in g u is t ic s  (or  
e v e n  s e m io lo g y )  and  a p p a r e n t ly  im p lie s  t h a t  h is  
v ir tu a l  g r a m m a t o lo g y  is  v e r y  m u c h  r e l a t e d  to  
p h i lo s o p h y  ( if  n o t  e v e n  a n e w  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  v i s io n  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w it ty  s p e c u la t io n s  o n  th e  a r c h e t y p a l  
o r ig in  o f  la n g u a g e ).

D e r r id a  m a l e s  h is  b e s t  t o  d e c o n s t r u c t  th e  
t r a d it io n a l  a c c ep ta n c e  o f  t h e  S au ssu rian  “m a t e r ia l” 
s u b s ta n c e -e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  “ s o u n d ”. H e  d o e s  t h i s  b y  
m e a n s  o f  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e  c o n tr a d ic t io n s  o r  a t  le a s t  
p a r a d o x e s  f r o m  S au ssu re’s d is c o u r s e  its e lf . S a u ss u r e  
d is t in g u is h e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  “so u n d - im a g e ” a n d  th e  
o b je c t iv e  s o u n d . A c c o r d in g  t o  D e r r id a , th e r e  a r e  t w o  
p r o b le m s  w i t h  th is  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  stan d . F ir s t ,  th e  
s o u n d - im a g e  is th e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  th e  a p p e a r in g  o f  th e  
s o u n d  ( l ’a p p a r a ître  d u  s o n )  w h i c h  is  a n y th in g  b u t  th e  
s o u n d  a p p e a r in g  (le s o n  a p p a r a issa n t) . T h is  s o u n d -  
im a g e  (a n d  n o t  th e  s o u n d  i t s e l f )  is w h a t  S a u ss u r e  ca lls  
s ig m fie r , w h e r e a s  h e  r e s e r v e s  th e  n a m e  s ig n i f ie d  n o t  
fo r  th e  t h in g ,  b u t fo r  t h e  “c o n c e p t ”. “I p r o p o s e  to  
r e ta in  t h e  w o r d  sign [signe] t o  d es ig n a te  t h e  w h o l e  
an d  t o  r e p la c e  concept a n d  sound-image r e s p e c t iv e ly  
b y  signified [signifé] and  signifer [sigmfiantf (S a u ssu re  
1974: 6 7 )  “T h e  so u n d -im a g e  is  w h a t  is heard; n o t  th e  
sound h e a r d  b u t  th e  b e in g -b e a r d  o f  th e  s o u n d . B e in g -  
h eard  is  s tr u c tu r a lly  p h e n o m e n a l  and  b e lo n g s  t o  an  
o r d e r  r a d ic a l ly  d is s im ila r  t o  th a t  o f  th e  rea l s o u n d  in  
th e  w o r l d ” (D err id a  2 0 0 2 :  6 3 ) . T h e  “s o u n d - im a g e ,” 
th e  s t r u c t u r e d  a p p ea r in g  [ l ’a p p a ra ître ] o f  t h e  s o u n d ,  
th e  “s e n s o r y  m a tter”, d is t in c t  f r o m  a ll m u n d a n e  
r e a lity , is  c a lle d  th e  “p s y c h ic  im a g e ” b y  S a u ssu r e :  
“T h e  la t t e r  [th e  s o u n d - im a g e ]  is  n o t  th e  m a te r ia l  
s o u n d , a p u r e ly  p h y s ic a l t h in g ,  b u t  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
im p r in t  o f  th e  so u n d , t h e  im p r e s s io n  th a t  i t  m a k e s  
o n  o u r  s e n s e s . T h e  s o u n d - im a g e  is s e n s o r y , a n d  i f  I 
h a p p e n  t o  c a ll  it  « m a te r ia l» , i t  is  o n ly  in  t h a t  se n se ,  
an d  b y  w a y  o f  o p p o s in g  i t  t o  th e  o th e r  t e r m  o f  th e  
a s s o c ia t io n ,  th e  c o n c e p t , w h i c h  is g e n e r a l ly  m o r e  
a b s tr a c t” (S a u ssu re  1974: 6 6 ) . D e r r id a  p o in t s  o u t  th a t  
b e fo r e  S a u ss u r e , B a u d o u in  d e  C o u r te n a y  t h o u g h t  
th a t  t h e  p h o n e m e  is a s o u n d  im a g in e d  o r  in t e n d e d ,  
o p p o s e d  t o  th e  e m itte d  s o u n d  as a “p s y c h o  p h o n e t i c ” 
p h e n o m e n o n  to  th e  “p h y s io - p h o n e t i c ” fa c t . I t  is  th e  
p s y c h ic  e q u iv a le n t  o f  a n  e x te r io r iz e d  s o u n d .

O n e  c o u ld  sa y  th a t D e r r id a  step s  in to  p s y c h o l o g y  
as a m e a n s  o f  c o n s tr u c t in g  t h e  e p is te m e  o f  t h e  fu tu r e  
s c ie n c e  o f  g r a m m a to lo g y . H o w e v e r ,  it  is n o t  t h e  fa c t , 
a fter  a ll. P s y c h o p h o n e t ic s  is  j u s t  a n o th e r  in s t r u m e n t  
o f  d e c o n s t r u c t in g  tr a d it io n a l  s tr u c tu r a lis m , w i t h o u t  
n e c e s s a r i ly  c o n s t r u c t in g  m u c h  o f  a n y t h i n g  
a f t e r w a r d s .  W h a t h e  p r o p o s e s  is  a s o p h i s t i c  
m e t a p h y s ic a l  s p e c u la t io n . T o  D e r r id a  t h e  s o -c a l le d  
p s y c h ic - im a g e  seem s to  b e  ju s t  a m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  th e
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a m b ig u o u s  a r c h e ty p a l  trace. “T h e  u n h e a r d  d if f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  a p p e a r in g  a n d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  
[.I ’apparaissant et rapparaitre] (b e tw e e n  th e  « w o r ld »  
a n d  « liv e d  e x p e r ie n c e » )  is  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  a ll o t h e r  
d if fe r e n c e s , o f  a ll o th e r  tr a c e s , a n d  it is already a 
trace” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  65). The trace is o f  c o u r s e  
a n t e r io r  b o t h  t o  p h y s io lo g ic a l  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  th e  s o u n d . uThe trace is in fact the 
absolute o r ig in  o f  sense in general. T h e  trace  is  t h e  
d if fe r e n c e  w h ic h  o p e n s  a p p e a r a n c e  [.Tapparaître] a n d  
s ig n i f ic a t io n ” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 : 6 5 ) . T h o u g h  it  c o m e s  
q u it e  t o  b e  o b v io u s  th a t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  “tr a c e ” h a s  
l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i t h  l in g u is t ic s  o r  e v e n  s e m i o l o g y ,  
p h i lo s o p h y  b e in g  th e  o n ly  k n o w n  sc ie n c e  y e t  w h o s e  
in s t r u m e n t s  c o u ld  a n a ly z e  i t ,  D e r r id a  is v ig i la n t  in  
c u t t in g  d o w n  a ll p o s s ib le  a p p r o a c h e s :  “ ... N o  c o n c e p t  
o f  m e t a p h y s ic s  c a n  d e sc r ib e  i t ” (D e r r id a  20 02 : 6 5 ) . I f  
tr a c e  can  e x p la in  a n y t h in g  a n d  i f  n o t h in g  can  e x p la in  
t h e  tr a ce , t h e n  t h e r e  is n o  h a rd  w o r k  fo r  D e r r id a  t o  
c o n c lu d e  th a t  o n e  s h o u ld  n o t  b o t h e r  w i t h  su c h  f u t i l e  
i s s u e s  as th e  s e q u e n c e  o f  sp e e c h  a n d  w r it in g , b o t h  o f  
w h i c h  b e in g  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  in v is ib le  a n d  
im p o n d e r a b le  tra ce :

“ ... is th e r e  a  s e n s e  in  e s t a b l is h in g  a « n a tu r a l»  
h ie r a r c h y  b e t w e e n  th e  s o u n d - im p r in t ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  
a n d  th e  v is u a l (g r a p h ic )  im p r in t?  T h e  g rap h ic  im a g e  
is  n o t  seen ; a n d  t h e  a c o u s t ic  im a g e  is  n o t  h ea rd . T h e  
d if fe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  fu l l  u n i t i e s  o f  th e  v o i c e  
r e m a in s  u n h e a r d . A n d ,  th e  d if f e r e n c e  in  th e  b o d y  o f  
t h e  in s c r ip t io n  is  a lso  in v is ib le ” (D e r r id a  2 0 02 : 6 5 ) .

Şiu ite  in e f fa b le .
o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  c h a p te r ,  D e r r id a  s l id e s  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o w a r d s  p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  
p s y c h o a n a l y s e s  in  h is  i n e x h a u s t ib l e  a t t e m p t  t o  
o u t c a s t  lo g o c e n t r i s m . “ ... w h a t  is  n a tu r a l to  m a n k in d  
is  n o t  o r a l s p e e c h  b u t  th e  fa c u lt y  o f  c o n s tr u c t in g  a 
la n g u a g e , i .e . a s y s t e m  o f  d is t in c t  s ig n s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  
t o  d is t in c t  id e a s ” (S a u ssu re  1974 : 1 0 ). C o n s t r u c t in g  a 
la n g u a g e  is a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a b i l i t y  b e fo r e  b e in g  a 
p h y s ic a l  o u t c o m e ;  a r t ic u la t io n  is  r e e v a lu a te d  as a  
m e r e  w a y  o f  m a n if e s t in g  fo r  t h e  “p s y c h ic  im p r in t ” 
t h a t  is  th e  tr a c e  i t s e l f .  W h ic h  c o u ld  m e a n  “p h y s ic a l  
s p e e c h ” is an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  “p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
w r i t i n g ” . “T h e  id e a  o f  t h e  « p s y c h ic  im p r in t »  
t h e r e f o r e  r e la t e s  e s s e n t ia l ly  t o  th e  id e a  o f  
a r t ic u la t io n . W it h o u t  th e  d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  
s e n s o r y  a p p e a r in g  (apparaissant) a n d  its  l i v e d  
a p p e a r in g  [apparaître) (« m e n ta l i m p r in t ) . . .” (D e r r id a  
2 0 0 2 :  6 6 ). W h a t is  s t r ik in g  is th e  fa c t  th a t  D e r r id a  is  
fa r  f r o m  b e in g  o r ig in a l .  T h e  p s y c h ic  o r  m e n ta l  
im p r in t  h a d  a lr e a d y  b e e n  o u t l in e d  lo n g  b e fo r e  b y  
s e v e r a l  l in g u is ts  as t h e  o r ig in  o f  s p e e c h ,  ea ch  o f  t h e m  
in  i t s  o w n  p a r t ic u la r  v is io n :  A r is t o t l e  (“m e n t a l  
e x p e r ie n c e ” A r is t o t l e  1990: 2 5  [1 , 16 a  8]), B a u d o u in  
d e  C o u r te n a y  a n d  S a u ssu re  (“s o u n d - im a g e ”) b e in g  
t h e  o n e s  m e n t io n e d  b y  D e r r id a  h im s e lf .  D e r r id a  
c o m e s  o u t  w i t h  h is  o w n  p art w h e n  c o n s id e r in g  t h i s

“m e n ta l i m p r i n t ” as a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  e x p r e s s io n  
o f  th e  o r ig in a l  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a r c h e - w n t in g :  “T h a t  th e  
lo g o s  is f ir s t  im p r in te d  a n d  th a t  im p r in t  is  th e  
w r it in g -r e s o u r c e  o f  la n g u a g e .. .” (D err id a  2 0 0 2 :  6 8 ). 
T o  argu e  t h a t  w r it in g  c o m e s  f ir s t  an d  s p e e c h  s e c o n d  
D e r r id a  e v e n  m e n t io n s  n o  o t h e r  th a n  F r e u d , t o  
w h ic h  d r e a m  w o r k  is c o m p a r a b le  ra th er  to  a w r i t i n g  
th a n  to  a la n g u a g e , and  to  a h ie r o g ly p h ic  r a th e r  th a n  
to  a p h o n e t ic  w r it in g  (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 :  68). T h e  m e n t a l  
im p r in t  m a y  t h u s  be p e r c e iv e d  as a s y n o n y m o u s  t o  
th e  d r ea m  w o r k ,  an  a r g u m e n t t h a t  d o e s  n o t h in g  e ls e  
th a n  g e t t in g  t h e  a r c h e -w r it in g  c lo s e r  an d  c lo s e r  t o  
p s y c h o a n a ly s e s  an d  n o t  m e t a p h y s ic s  (“ a
p h e n o m e n o lo g y  o f  w r it in g  is  im p o s s ib le ” (D e r r id a  
2002: 68) p r e v io u s ly  states D e r r id a . . . ) .

T o  D e r r id a  th e  “oral s p e e c h ” c a n  n e v e r  s t a n d  fo r  
th e  p le n i tu d e  o f  m e a n in g , f o r  th e r e  is n o  p e r f e c t  
u n ity  b e t w e e n  s ig n if ie r  a n d  s ig n i f ie d .  T h is  k in d  o f  
u n ity  a n d  t h u s  tr u e  m e a n in g  c a n  o n l y  b e  fo u n d  in  t h e  
trace . W h a t  a c tu a l ly  m ea n s “t r a c e ” to  D e r r id a  is  n o t  
s im p le  t h in g  t o  u n d ersta n d . H e  r e la te s  h is  n o t i o n  t o  
L ev in a s , H e id e g g e r ,  N ie t z s c h e ,  F r e u d , a t h in g  t h a t  
m a k es o n e  r e a l iz e  it  has to  d o  f i r s t  w ith  p h i l o s o p h y .  
N o  m a tte r  w h a t  n a m e a n d  a c c e p ta t io n  t h e  tr a c e  
m ig h t h a v e  in  v a r io u s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  v i s io n s ,  o n e  
th in g  th a t  in t e r e s t s  D err id a  is  t h a t  tr a c e  is “d o m in a n t  
and  ir r e d u c ib le ” . In  h is  m o s t  e x p a n d e d  a n d  e x p l i c i t  
d e f in i t io n /c h a r a c t e r iz a t io n  o f  t h e  tr a ce , D e r r id a  
u n d o u b t e d ly  p la c e s  th e  e p i s t e m e  o f  h is  f u t u r e  
g r a m m a to lo g y  in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  m e t a p h y s ic s  a n d  
p h e n o m e n o lo g y .

“If th e  tr a c e ,  a r c h e - p h e n o m e n o n  o f  « m e m o r y » ,  
w h ic h  m u s t  b e  th o u g h t  b e fo r e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  
n a tu re  a n d  c u lt u r e ,  a n im a lity  a n d  h u m a n it y , e t c . ,  
b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  v e r y  m o v e m e n t  o f  s ig n if ic a t io n , t h e n  
s ig n if ic a t io n  is  a p r io r i  w r it t e n ,  w h e t h e r  in s c r ib e d  o r  
n o t , in  o n e  f o r m  o r  a n o th e r , i n  a « se n s ib le »  a n d  
«spatial»  e l e m e n t  th a t is c a lle d  « e x te r io r » . A r c h e -  
w r it in g , a t f ir s t  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  s p o k e n  w o r d ,  
th e n  o f  t h e  «graphie» in  t h e  n a r r o w  s e n s e , t h e
b ir th p la c e  o f  « u su r p a t io n » , d e n o u n c e d  fr o m  P la t o  t o  
S a u ssu r e ...” (D e r r id a  2002: 7 0 ).

O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d , D e r r id a  is  v e r y  m u c h  ir r ita te d  
th a t  th e  e n t i r e  h is to r y  o f  m e t a p h y s ic s  s t r iv e d  
to w a r d s  th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  th e  tr a c e :

“T h e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  t h e  tr a c e  to  t h e  fu l l  
p r ese n c e  s u m m e d  u p  in  th e  l o g o s ,  th e  h u m b l in g  o f  
w r it in g  b e n e a th  a sp eech  d r e a m in g  it s  p le n itu d e , s u c h  
are th e  g e s t u r e s  r e q u ir e d  b y  a n  o n t o - t h e o l o g y  
d e te r m in in g  t h e  a r c h e o lo g ic a l  a n d  e s c h a t o lo g ic a l  
m e a n in g  o f  b e in g  as p r e s e n c e , a s p a r o u sia , as l i f e  
w it h o u t  d i f f e r e n c e :  a n o th e r  n a m e  fo r  d e a t h . . . ” 
(D err id a  2 0 0 2 :  7 1 ) .

L o g o c e n tr is m  is  seen  as n o t h i n g  le ss  th a n  d e a th  
its e lf . T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p h i lo s o p h e r s  g u i l ty  o f  s u c h  a 
fu n d a m e n ta l m a l ig n .  O n e  c o u ld  s ta r t  w ith  P la to :

“A n d  n o w ,  s in c e  y o u  are t h e  fa th e r  o f  w r i t in g ,



y o u r  a f f e c t io n  f o r  it  h as  m a d e  y o u  d escr ib e  i t s  e f f e c t s  
as th e  o p p o s i t e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  r e a l ly  are. In  fa c t , i t  w i l l  
in tr o d u c e  fo r g e t f u ln e s s  in t o  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
lea rn  it: t h e y  w i l l  n o t  p r a c t ic e  u s in g  th e ir  m e m o r y  
b eca u se  t h e y  w i l l  p u t  th e ir  t r u s t  in  w r it in g , w h i c h  is  
e x te r n a l a n d  d e p e n d s  o n  s ig n s  th a t  b e lo n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  
in s te a d  o f  t r y in g  to  r e m e m b e r  fr o m  th e  in s id e ,  
c o m p le t e ly  o n  t h e ir  o w n . Y o u  h a v e  n o t  d i s c o v e r e d  a 
p o t io n  fo r  r e m e m b e r in g , b u t  fo r  r e m in d in g ;  y o u  
p r o v id e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
w is d o m , n o t  w i t h  its  r e a l i t y .” (P la to  2 0 0 6 : 1 4 7 ,  2 7 5 a );  
“ ... w r it in g  sh a r e s  a s tr a n g e  fe a tu r e  w ith  p a in t in g .  
T h e  o f f s p r in g  o f  p a in t in g  s t a n d  th e r e  as i f  t h e y  are  
a liv e , b u t  i f  a n y o n e  asks t h e m  a n y th in g , t h e y  r e m a in  
m o s t  s o l e m n ly  s i le n t . T h e  s a m e  is tr u e  w i t h  w r i t t e n  
w o r d s . Y o u ' d  th in k  t h e y  w e r e  sp e a k in g  as i f  t h e y  
h a d  s o m e  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  b u t  i f  y o u  q u e s t i o n  
a n y th in g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  b e ca u se  y o u  w a n t  to  
le a r n  m o r e ,  i t  c o n t in u e s  t o  s ig n i f y  ju st th a t v e r y  sa m e  
th in g  fo r e v e r . W h e n  it  h a s  o n c e  b e e n  w r it t e n  d o w n ,  
e v e r y  d is c o u r s e  r o a m s  a b o u t  e v e r y w h e r e , r e a c h in g  
in d is c r im in a te ly  th o s e  w i t h  u n d e r s ta n d in g  n o  le ss  
th a n  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o  b u s in e s s  w ith  i t ,  a n d  it 
d o e s n ' t  k n o w  t o  w h o m  i t  s h o u ld  sp ea k  an d  t o  w h o m  
i t  s h o u ld  n o t .  A n d  w h e n  i t  is  fa u lte d  a t t a c k e d  
u n fa ir ly , i t  a lw a y s  n e ed s  its  f a t h e r ' s  su p p o r t;  a lo n e ,  it  
ca n  n e it h e r  d e fe n d  i t s e l f  n o r  c o m e  t o  i t s  o w n  
s u p p o r t .” (P la t o  20 06 : 1 4 8 , 2 7 5 e )

W e are t o  c o n t in u e  w i t h  S p in o z a , fo r  w h o m  th e  
U n d e r s ta n d in g  -  o r  l o g o s  -  w a s  th e  immediate 
in f in ite  m o d e  o f  th e  d iv in e  s u b s ta n c e , c a ll in g  i t  " ... a 
Son, Product or immediate Creation o f  G o d ,  a lso  
c r e a te d  b y  h i m  fo r  a ll e t e r n i t y  a n d  r e m a in in g  
im m u ta b le  t o  a ll e t e r n i t y .” (S p in o z a  2 0 02 : 5 9 ) .  N e x t  
it  is  H e g e l  w h o  im a g in e d  ‘ .. . a t h e o lo g y  o f  th e  
a b s o lu te  c o n c e p t  as l o g o s . . .” (D e r r id a  2 0 0 2 : 7 1 )  a n d  
w e  are t o  c o m e  d o w n  o n  t h i s  l in e  to  all l in g u is t s  w h o  
a c c r e d ite d  S a u s s u r e ’s d e cr e e .
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