
TT he 19 century brought major political,
social and administrative changes with a
decisive impact on the destiny of  the

Transylvanian Saxons. The turning point was
represented by the reform measures adopted by
Joseph II establishing equality between all nations and
abolishing the Saxon Nationsuniversität1. Notwith-
standing the fact that shortly before his death Joseph
II rescinded most of  his reforms by means of  the
„Edict of  Restitution”2, the Concivilität was not
annulled. Consequently, from that moment on, anyone
could acquire and own property in any of  the Saxon
towns. The Saxons deemed this measure dangerous as
it severely reduced the autonomy they had been for so
long protecting. Moreover, the curial vote was to be
replaced by the individual vote which weakened the
Saxon bourgeoisie by turning it into a minority
member of  the Diet3. In respect of  their relationship
with the other nations, the Saxons remained isolated
because they had no interest in changing their existent
situation. 

With their old model of  organization greatly
affected by the reforms mentioned earlier, the Saxons
receive yet another blow, but this time, with a direct
impact on each and every one of  them: in 1842 the
Hungarian language becomes, by law, the official
language in administration and justice4. In the context
of  the Revolution of  1848 the Saxon Nationsuniversität
gets disbanded once again and would never manage to
regain its former status5. After the revolution, the
Saxons were gradually deprived by their rights: the
Königsboden is abolished in 1867, the guilds get
disbanded in 1872, and the Saxon Nationsuniversität is
dissoluted again in 1876. What used to be the
Königsboden is now divided and county high officials
appointed by the government take over the
prerogatives of  the count of  the Saxons6. To the
reforms of  Joseph II and to those that followed in the
19 century, the Saxons reacted less politically and more
culturally. Due to a political climate that was
unfavourable to a coherent and fertile reaction, the
battle was carried on the cultural realm, a terrain that
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was now more suitable for the repressed political
confrontation7. 

This is the background against which the modern
historiography of  the Transylvanian Saxons emerged.
Its evolution covers several stages that are inextricably
connected to the political developments of  the time. In
the years that followed the “restitutional diet” in the
field of  historical writing, the main focus shifted
towards the history of  law and the legal knowledge
which represented, until the mid-19 century, the
Saxons’ means of  resistance to change. If  in the first
four decades of  the 19 century no historian managed
to make his mark, the peak of  this historiographic
genre was reached in 1855 with the publishing of
Friedrich Schuler von Libloy’s Siebenbürgische
Rechtsgeschichte8. Despite the fact that he dealt with
Transylvanian laws on the whole rather than focus
exclusively on the Saxons, he meant to become thus
involved in the life of  his conationals and provide
them with some indirect means to fight for the
preservation of  their rights9. 

It was during the so called “war of  the languages”
as well as during the Revolution of  1848, that Stephan
Ludwig Roth (1796–1849)10, whose main area of
interest was the periodization of  history, distinguished
himself.Romantic in spirit, he defended the right to use
the mother tongue (i.e. the German language) in the
cultural field and opposed the idea of  a single nation in
Transylvania11.

After the Revolution of  1848, a new generation of
Saxon historians emerges. The history of  law and the
legal knowledge are replaced by a renewed interest in
the glorious past of  the Saxons and the evocation of
their major role in the history of  Transylvania. These
would become the main issues that they would bring to
the attention of  their Saxon, Hungarian, Szekler and
Romanian contemporaries. Moreover, their mother
tongue (i.e. the German language) affirms its position
in the Saxon conscience thus becoming one of  the
constitutive features of  the nation.

One of  the most representative
figures of  the Saxon
historiography at that stage is
Bishop Georg Daniel Teutsch. His
most important work is Geschichte
der Siebenbürges Sachsen für das
sächsische Volk, that was published
in Leipzig in 187212. At this point,
history is meant to raise in the
fellow Saxons the awareness of
their glorious past. He partially
acknowledges the changes that had
occurred in Transylvania over the
past five decades, but, at the same
time, seems aware of  the fact that
the Saxon nation would have to do
without the protection of  the state

and that it will not succeed without an increased self-
awareness. If  up until then the cohesion of  their ethnic
group had been secured by the constitution and the
laws, from that moment on, language and history
primed. When discussing the Saxons’ past and the
important part they had played here in the course of
time, he mentions the royal protection and the artisan
bourgeoisie who had generally had a favourable impact
in Transylvania. He stresses the important
contributions of  the Saxons in the fields of  education
and culture. Teutsch does not overlook the battles in
which the Saxons fought shoulder to shoulder with the
other Transylvanian nations either, and, at the same
time, emphasizes their bravery and honesty. 

Saxon gymnasiums maintained by the Evangelical
Church – the only Saxon institution that preserved a
higher degree of  autonomy – provided the teachers
with the necessary medium to express such ideas, both
at their desks and in public, by means of  the yearbooks
issued by almost every such institution. In the 19
century, one such gymnasium was functioning also in
Sebeş. This is where Ferdinand Baumann carried on
his 45-year-long teaching activity. He was part of  a
well-known and highly appreciated family during the
19-century town of  Sebeş. Its first members had been
emigrants from Baden-Durlach or Hanau who left
their homelands for religious and economic reasons
and settled in Sebeş in the second half  of  the 18
century13. The name Baumann appears for the first
time in the records of  the Evangelical Church from
Sebeş in the year 1742, and later on in 1763 and 176814.
The first member of  this family to occupy a somewhat
prominent position in town was Ferdinand Baumann
Sr. (1812 – 1884), who owned a prosperous weaving
business. In the year 1840, his eldest son, Ferdinand
Baumann, is born15. At this stage of  research, we do
not possess sufficient information regarding his
childhood and youth so as to be able to form a general
image on his education. The first pieces of
information regarding his teaching career stem from a
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minute book of  the meeting of  the Teachers’ Board
from the Evangelical Gymnasium of  Sebeş in the
school year 1862/63, where, among others, it is
mentioned the name of  young Baumann who was
substituting another teacher, Ferdinand Mätz16. In the
February of  1864, Ferdinand Baumann is appointed
“temporary” teacher of  history, RE, German and
mathematics17. In the school year 1867/1868 he
becomes full teacher of  history, Latin and German18.

His teaching career takes an ascending path and
starting with January 9, 1870 he is conrector of  the
Gymnasium in Sebeş. Apart from occupying this
administrative position, he was also the librarian of  the
institution19. On November 19, 1893 he becomes the
Head Teacher of  the school20, position which he
occupies until February 1, 1909 when he retires21. In
parallel with the teaching career he conducted a
remarkable research activity that materialised in several
articles on historical themes. Out of  a total of  11, 6
were published in Programm des evangelischen Gymnasiums
A. B. from Sebeş, while the others appeared in
Korrespondenzblatt des Vereins für siebenbürgische
Landeskunde:

- Die Erbgrafen des Unterwaldes, in des vierklassigen
evangelischen Gymnasiums A. B. und der damit verbundenen
Elementar – Volksschule in Mühlbach (hereinafter called
PUM), Hermannstadt, 1868, p. 3–33; 

- Geschichte der „terra Siculorum terrae Sebus“ des
Andreanischen Freibriefes oder des adeligen Gutes Gieβübel bei
Mühlbach in PUM, 1874, p. 1-50; 

- Die Schenkung der Stadt und des Stuhles Mühlbach an
die Brüder Johann und Andreas Pongratz, in PUM, 1876, p.
3–50; 

- Zur Geschichte von Mühlbach, in PUM, 1882; 
- Zur Geschichte von Mühlbach 1526 – 1571, in PUM,

1889, p. 3–108; 
- Geschichte des evangelischen Gymnasiums A. B. in

Mühlbach, in PUM, 1896. 
While the first of  the aforementioned studies deals

with the genealogy of  the Saxon nobles in Unterwald,
the second one sets out to shed light upon a series of
controversial aspects from the history of  Sebeş. He
begins with the controversy that gave rise to numerous
discussions among historians, namely, the locality to
which the Andreanum (1224) refers when it says terra
Siculorum terrae Sebus. Is it Sebeş or Sepsi from the Land
of  the Szeklers? The problem arises from the fact that
in medieval chronicles both of  them appear by the
name Sebus. Once he has reviewed opinions of
various historians, the author expressed his own view
supported by arguments, mainly toponimicals, that
demonstrate the fact that, prior to the arrival of  the
Saxons, in Sebeş existed a small Szekler settlement and
that the Andreanum was certainly referring to this
specific locality. He mentioned a series of  documents
that contain references to the Szekler quarter and the
fact that the street that stretches beyond the town

fortification towards Sibiu and that crossed this
quarter, had been long called Sikulorumgasse (today, part
of  the Lucian Blaga Blvd). „[…] Terra Siculorum must
not be regarded as referring to the Land of  the
Szeklers because terra Sebus, which completes the
name, simply indicates that terra Siculorum is part of  a
whole, and that whole is terra Sebus. Thus, only a part
of  Terra Sebus belonged to the Szeklers, who
represented a part of  the population[…]”22. Another
controversial aspect is the identification of  the
settlement situated nearby Sebeş and mentioned in
documents by the name Malum prandium. Ferdinand
Baumann came to the conclusion that it refers to the
Szekler settlement situated in the eastern part of  the
town. Then, he describes the events of  1438 when the
town was conquered and ravaged by Turks and its
inhabitants enslaved, as well as the negative
consequences of  this unfortunate event upon the
future development of  the locality.

To the south and to the east, the town of  Sebeş was
bordered by a noble estate going by the name of  Gusu.
After providing a short history of  the estate, the
author gives a detailed account of  the inhabitants’
efforts to gain its possession ever since the year 1481.
They achieve their objective only in 1541 when King
Vladislav II (1490-1516) grants the domain to the
town, as the latter needed it in order to extend its
fortifications23.

In Die Schenkung der Stadt und des Stuhles Mühlbach an
die Brüder Johann und Andreas Pongratz published in 1876,
Ferdinand Baumann gives a detailed account of  the
events that preceded and followed the bestowal of  the
town and of  the “Seat of  Sebeş”, in the year 1464, by
King Mathias Corvinus (1458-1490), to the brothers
Pongratz, who distinguished themselves in the battles
with the Turks. The Seven Seats of  the Saxons took a
strong stand against this arbitrary decision which
represented nothing but another violation of  the
Saxon privileges and freedoms. Accordingly, in March
1473, they lodged a protest with the Chapter of  Alba
Iulia against the town and Seat of  Sebeş being granted
to as well as being taken into possession by the
Pongratz bothers, but to no avail. In 1472, against the
locals’ will, Ioan Pongratz settles in Sebeş. The high
taxes imposed by the new owners further weaken the
town that had not fully recovered after the Turkish
conquest of  1438. After the death of  Ioan Pongratz in
December 1476, the town and Seat of  Sebeş pass
down to Matei Pongratz, Ioan’s heir. In the following
years, the Saxons from the Seven Seats revolt and cast
Elisabeta, the voivode’s widow, out of  the town. After
a process between the Saxons and Ioan Pongratz’s
widow, the Saxons of  the Seven Seats are granted the
possibility of  buying back the town by paying Elisabeta
Pongratz 20,000 gold florins24.

In the article Zur Geschichte von Mühlbach, published
in the year 1882 in the gymnasium yearbook25, the
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author takes a special interest in presenting a highly
detailed history of  the town as well as of  the Seat of
Sebeş. Baumann takes a step back in time and begins
with the Saxon colonization of  Transylvania. The
Saxons, he claims, settled in „[…] in a land untouched
by hoe and pickaxe, whose southern parts were a
desert […]”. In the case of  Ferdinand Baumann, like in
the case of  every Saxon, the respect for King Géza II
(1141-1162) is conspicuous. He was considered their
protector and was the first Magyar king to grant them
important privileges and liberties. The author provides
a detailed account of  the religious and administrative
organization of  the colonists. He describes the rapid
recovery of  the Saxon settlements after the Tatar
ravages of  1241 and, in order to highlight the
craftsmanship and diligence of  his fellow Saxons,
makes a short review of  the Romanesque
constructions they built. He takes the opportunity to
offer a minute description of  the fortification built
around the parish church which, he suggests, could be
dated in the second half  of  the 13 century, shortly
after the Tatar invasion. He grants special attention to
the violent encounters between the Saxons and the
dioceses of  Alba Iulia in 1277 and 1308. He then
focuses on the outstanding development of  the town
in the 14 century. Baumann advocates the existence of
a school in Sebeş at that time, as in the year 1352 a
certain teacher, Magister Johannes Scholasticus de Sebus, is
mentioned. He sees the town as an important artisan’s
and trade centre in this period, conclusion supported
also by the document which renewed the bylaws of
guilds of  Sibiu, Sighişoara, Sebeş and Orăştie in the
year 137626. He considers the beginning of  the
construction of  the Gothic church that was to replace
the Romanesque basilica and of  which only the
imposing choir was finished, as inextricably connected
to these cultural and economic progresses. He does
not mention the date on which work on the edifice
commenced, but he says that it occurred at the same
time as the construction of  the town fortifications
which, apparently, began as soon as King Sigismund of
Luxemburg (1387-1437) allowed the inhabitants of
Sebeş to build a stone fortification in order to protect
the town in the year 1387. He also makes a brief
description of  the fortification, provides information
regarding its construction and records the events of
1438 when the town got conquered and devastated by
the Turks. 

In the article entitled Zur Geschichte von Mühlbach
1526–157127, published in the year 1889 in Programm des
evangelischen Gymnasiums A. B from Sebeş, Ferdinand
Baumann sets out to continue his last study. As soon
as he has reviewed the main events that led to the
economic decline of  Sebeş in the 15 and the 16
centuries, his attention shifts to the events that
preceded and followed the Battle of  Mohács (1526).
He describes the preparations for war as well as the

actual battle, and holds voivode Ioan Zápolya
responsible, to a great extent, for the delay with which
the Transylvanian troops reached Mohács. Then, a
detailed account of  the disputes between Zápolya and
Ferdinand for the throne of  Hungary follows, and
attempts at explaining the position of  the Saxons
throughout the conflict. He then moves further and
continues to describe the events following the death of
Ioan Zápolya.

After providing a highly detailed account of  the
events unfolding in the Transylvania of  that time, he
sporadically mentions others of  no exquisite
importance from the past of  Sebeş, such as the trials in
which the town was involved. He mentions the
earthquake of  November 19, 1523 that destroyed a
part of  the choir vault and one of  the pillars of  the
parish church. Finally, he presents the context in which
the Saxons adopted the Lutheran confession and the
Hungarians the Calvinist one. He also makes several
references to the Romanians in the context of  the
efforts made to attract them towards Calvinism „[…]
However, the Vlachs cared a dear lot about the religion
of  their forefathers and opposed a strong resistance to
the spread of  the new teachings and of  the apostles
won with royal favours […]”28. 

Each of  the studies discussed here was
accompanied by an extensive appendix containing the
transcript of  the documents written in Latin, most of
which, never published before, accompanied by short
summaries written in German. At the end, information
regarding every document used is provided: whether it
was a copy or the original, whether it was written on
paper or parchment and the archive where it can be
found. The bulk of  the documents come from the
town archive of  Sebeş, the National archive of  Alba
Iulia and several from the archives of  Sibiu. He makes
an extensive use of  critical references and quotes
important Saxon and Hungarian authors, such as:
Georg Daniel Teutsch, Friedrich Teutsch, Friedrich
Müller, Josef  Benkö, Joseph Kemény, Albert
Amlacher, Joseph Karl Eder, David Krasser, Johann
Mailath, Fraknoi Vilmos, Georg Pray, Johann Schuller
etc. 

Translated by Claudia Siceanu

(O variantă în limba română a fost publicată în
Annales Universitatis Apulensis, series Historica, 8, 2004, p.
125-130)
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